Thomas L. Kaplin Jr.
November 28, 1928 - December 5, 2019

Thomas L. Kaplin Jr., born November 28, 1928, passed away on December 5, 2019. He is
survived by his children, Jamie, Albuquerque, Trip, San Francisco and Adam, Columbus;
sisters-in-law, Barbara Kaplin and Louise (Bobby) Higgins; nieces, nephews, cousins and
friends. He was preceded in death by his wife, Merilynn Kaplin; parents, Thomas and
Gertrude Kaplin and brothers, Maury, Julian and Richard. If you are reading this and knew
our Dad, you know how involved he was in the community. His focus was always on social
justice and civil rights for everyone. That manifested itself as involvement in politics, in the
Columbus City Council, Department of Parks and Recreation, the Jewish community, and
many philanthropic actions. A memorial service will be held at 11:00am on Monday,
December 9 at Temple Israel, Jewish Community Center, 1125 College Ave. What 91 year
old leaves this life with a full set of teeth, a magnificent head of hair, always with a smile
on his face! A modified Shiva/Celebration of a long life lived with purpose and intention will
be observed at 1 Miranova Pl. on Monday from 1:00pm to 5:00pm. Please stop by to
celebrate Tommy’s incredible life. Let’s talk about him and laugh and be grateful we had
him for so long! Charitable contributions can be made to the Temple Israel Social Action
Fund in memory of Thomas Kaplin (It sends teens to DC to lobby for social justice issues
that matter to the Reform Movement of Judaism) or the Merilynn and Thomas Kaplin, Jr.
Endowment Fund of the Columbus Jewish Foundation, 1175 College Ave., Columbus, OH
43209 or, of course any charity of your own choosing.
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Memorial Service

11:00AM

Temple Israel at Jewish Community Center
1125 College Avenue, Columbus, OH, US, 43209

Comments

“

Jamie, Trip and Adam;
I was saddened to hear of your Dad's Passing. I just heard of this upon my return to
Columbus on January 5th. I was out of town in December. I'm so sorry that I did not
have the opportunity to attend his service to pay my respect to you guys and to him!
He was truly one of the most important figures in my early adult life. A friend and true
Mentor; always willing to help me. I was blessed to have worked for him and will
always have fond memories of Tommy! I would welcome an email from you guys as
this is the only way I know how to reach out to you....
My thoughts are with all of you guys.
Dan Flahive
DanielmFlahive@gmail.com

Dan Flahive - January 08 at 02:34 PM

“

Your dad was such a significant part of my childhood memories, especially those on
Nantucket. I will always remember him working on crossword puzzles and bringing
home delicious treats from the bakery. He was such a tender, funny, generous man!

Rachel Moots - December 30, 2019 at 09:56 AM

“

Thanks for the memory Rachel. It is hard being on the planet without him. I hope you and
your family are well. Send your mom a hug from me. Xoxoxox
Jamie Kaplin - January 18 at 08:00 PM

“

I was fortunate to play racquetball at the JCC with Tommy for thirty years. He was
always fun and enjoyable to play with.
The Jewish community and the city of Columbus are much better places because of
all of Tommy's efforts.
Howard Burnett

Howard Burnett - December 10, 2019 at 09:17 AM

“

Jamie, my dearest, oldest Columbus friend,
Your dad was an amazing, caring human being. A Shem Tov.The apple doesn’t fall
far from the tree. Please know John, David and I send our deepest condolences to
you and all your family. May his memory be for a blessing. Nancy Levy Linder

Nancy Linder - December 06, 2019 at 09:28 PM

“

May his memory always be a blessing and the family find comfort. He lived a good
life and supported his community.
Sincerely,
The Zacks Family
Ben & Mary Beth
Randy
Sally & Marc Dunn
Arinn

Benjamin S. Zacks - December 06, 2019 at 02:53 PM

“

We loved your Dad. What you have written is so true. Tommy was always there
helping lead the way for the right causes. And, he was a wonderful happy friend! We
will miss him along with you all.
Bernie & Miriam Yenkin

Bernie & Miriam Yenkin - December 06, 2019 at 02:00 PM

“

Sympathies and condolences to the Kaplin family. Tom's community service in the
general community and the Jewish Community will be deeply missed. May Tom and
Merilynn's memories be for a blessing.
- Lenny Schottenstein

Lenore Schottenstein - December 06, 2019 at 11:55 AM

