Saul Sokol
March 27, 1920 - July 6, 2015

Saul Sokol, age 95, passed away peacefully on July 6, 2015. A lifelong subscriber of the
theory that laughter keeps you young, hospice staffers were brought to tears seeing that
he could still muster a smile and faint laugh, shortly before passing. Saul was born and
raised in Columbus, Ohio, graduated from East High School in 1938 and attended evening
classes at Ohio State University. Upon his return from military service during WWII, Saul
entered the family insurance business, where he still enjoyed spending time at age 90.
Saul was an active volunteer for many wonderful causes and served on boards of a
number of organizations including the Central Ohio Alzheimer's Association, Salvation
Army, B'nai Brith and Syntaxis Youth Homes. In 2010, he was inducted into the Central
Ohio Senior Citizens' Hall of Fame. With all his insurance related activities, which yielded
numerous awards and industry recognition around the country, as well as his volunteer
activities, Saul still found time for his passion, which was newspapers and writing. A
syndicated columnist, his weekly insurance column, Your Insurance Advisor, appeared in
the Columbus Dispatch for 30 years. A book of the same name, was published in 1977.
Saul was preceded in death by his wife of 53 years, Phyllis, as well as his parents Nathan
and Rose and brothers Joseph, Jules, Si and Mal. He is survived by children Samara
(Milton) Fields and Jay (Kathy) Sokol, his grandchildren Andrew (Angie) Fields, Neelee
Archibald, Brandon (Jessica) Sokol, Brian (Katie) Kleinman and Karen Rediger. Though it
adds to the cost of his obituary, Saul would want mention of his great grandchildren
Thurston Archibald, Daniel and Ella Kleinman, Elijah and Naomi Rediger, as well as their
father Nick and twins Harper and Tucker Sokol. Besides the mutual admiration for the
staffs of Creekside at the Village, Heritage House and Zusman Hospice, as well as his
many nieces and nephews, another important individual in Saul's life was Robert Wilson, a
trusted employee of Sokol Insurance since 1957.
Funeral services will be held at 2:00PM on Thursday, July 9 at EPSTEIN MEMORIAL
CHAPEL, 3232 E. Main St. Interment will follow at New Agudas Achim Cemetery. The
family will receive friends immediately following interment at Wexner Heritage House. In
lieu of flowers, donations are preferred to Columbus Jewish Foundation – Phyllis and Saul
Sokol BBYO Fund, Wexner Heritage Village or the Salvation Army.
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Comments

“

The best part of working at the Photo lab. Was meeting Mr. Sokol,w hat a kind man.
Yes laughter an good chocolate. I will always remember him.Sadly missed. Alondra
T.

Alondra Thompson - February 26, 2019 at 08:20 PM

“

My deepest sympathy to the Sokol Family.
Years and years ago he was the insurance agent to my parents. My parents thought
so highly of him.
I know the family through Sammye, who must have inherited her dad's great sense
of humor, because it was always fun to be around her.
His memory will continue on in the hearts of his family and all who knew him.
Barbara Wetzler Topolosky

Barbara Wetzler Topolosky - July 13, 2015 at 02:54 PM

“

Saul was always so very kind to me when I would come and entertain at Creekside
and Wexner. He was a big supporter and 'fan' of my singing, and so generous with
his compliments and thoughts. I most especially loved his mischievous and playful
sense of humor. I will miss him very much.
Johnny Steiner

Johnny Steiner - July 13, 2015 at 01:31 PM

“

He was a great man. He would light up the room with his wonderful smile!! I got to
know this man eight years ago when he lived at Creekside at the Village. (Part of
Wexner). He would tell great jokes and always make you laugh. My condolences to
all the family.Thanks for letting me get to know this wonderful man. Elizabeth Hatfield

ElizabethHatfield - July 11, 2015 at 10:10 AM

“

I arrived home today, and my husband who had never met Saul, told me Saul Sokol
had died. You see while this husband had never met Saul, he had heard stories
about him from me over the years and knew this was a very important and influential
person in my life. Thank you Columbus Dispatch for honoring Saul with the special
story in the paper.
I was about 19 when I came to work at Sokol Insurance at 33 N High Street. Saul
and Bob supported my decision to obtain my insurance license, which I did after
studying out of the "old red book."
I am not sure why either Saul or Bob believed in me, but I learned a college
education from Bob WIlson in how to run an insurance agency, and a Masters
Degree in how be a professional and knowledgeable insurance expert from Mr. Saul
Sokol.
Saul knew how to take a complex subject and break it down for his client. He truly
put the clients needs before any commission. I often wondered how many families he
saved from financial room because of the life insurance he encouraged and sold to
protect those families.
While the Dispatch article mentioned he wrote the column on insurance for 30 years,
it doesn't mention, nor do they know, that for 30 years Saul also waited to the last
minute to type it out and knock it out just minutes before deadline. I don't think he
ever wrote a column ahead of time. Perhaps that is why he did not want to leave
downtown, he was close to the printing presses.
His sense of humour is mentioned often. What I remember is not so much the joke
telling but the way he could be witty, and oh so quick with a retort. Had Saul not been
so successful in the insurance business he could easily have replaced Bob Hope.
Saul often had difficulty completing his paper work, let's face it - if you are a people
person, who wants to do detail insurance work. So he would often place folders all
over the floor in his office. Making an obstacle course to get to his desk. The theory
was he would get sick of trying to jump the piles and make them go away. It did not
work very effectively.
Thank you Mr. Sokol for believing in me and helping me in the insurance business.
Thank you for being a leader and example of what a true responsible knowledgeable
insurance professional looks like. On behalf of all your clients over the years, thank
you for looking out for them and protecting them and their assets. Thank you for not
firing me when I asked your clients if they had a good Easter or a nice Christmas.
You told me once you learned to type when you were very young. And your father
put you on typing fire policies. Endless fire policies.
If you end up in hell, that would be your personal hell. But I am pretty sure you will
get to end up in heaven, where you continue to make other smile, be a leader, and
be reunited with your beloved Phyliss.

There is so much more I would like to say - than you Saul. My condolences to your
family, your friends. You will be missed by many. Another like you will not come our
way. Karin Cash
Karin G Cash - July 09, 2015 at 05:17 PM

“

Saul Sokol used to come up to me after performing at Creekside or Heritage House and tell
me how well he knew my father, William Papier and my uncles Harry and Dave Papier
when they were young. He always complimented me on my flute-playing and then would
tell one of his humorous jokes or stories. He was a very kind man who had a wonderful
personality. I enjoyed my interactions with him. Cheri Papier
Cheri Papier - July 14, 2015 at 02:15 PM

“

Rip to ALL who served in WWII. The USA would NOT be as it is today. Thank YOU
for your service,Saul........................... And Semper Fi.

Herb Guyer-Sharfenaker USMC - July 09, 2015 at 11:51 AM

“

Philly of Sol, shared birhday with Susie, empty refrigerators; dinners out nightly,
friend of our family ....so many memories of Saul while growing up. Everyone loved
Saul and he was and is memorable to this moment. Most of all he adored his children
and was always at Sammye's home daily to visit Andy and Nelee.
I will forever hear his laugh and teasing. Sammye, we love you and are thinking of
you and Jay at this time. Hugs!

Diana Harnett Veach - July 09, 2015 at 06:30 AM

“

Saul Sokol was a fair and just landlord. We were grateful that he kept the rent low as
it helped us through our college years. M. Morrison

Melanie Morrison - July 09, 2015 at 06:08 AM

“

Saul was a great man with so much spirt and charming character. I saw him on
father's day ,gave him cake and ice cream and wishe'd a happy fathers day. He gave
me a wonderful smile..thanked me and said I like you. Deepest regards to the family.
Saul you will be missed.

Chris Longstreth - July 08, 2015 at 09:53 PM

“

It was an honor and a privilege to help care for Saul. May his memory always be for
a blessing. I will miss his smile, his kind words and his bawdy jokes.
Mark Weinstein
Zusman Hospice

Mark Weinstein - July 08, 2015 at 07:45 PM

“

Dear Jay, Kathy & Family,
We were saddened to learn about Saul's passing. He was a great man, a fair man.
Saul was my first insurance employer and I remember how scared I was that first
day. Saul seemed larger than life to me. I remember him clipping newspaper articles
and rubber cementing them to sheets of paper. I remember when we moved from
downtown to Bexley and when Phyllis would stop in to the office, her many bracelets
announced her arrival. Saul always stopped what he was doing to talk to her.
Saul has always held a special place in my heart and I was always thrilled to run in to
him at '110' concerts at the Ohio Theatre. He always gave me a big hug and
remembered who my daughter was and always asked about my family.
Jay & Kathy I wish I could be there with you because I know just how much this
hurts. We will keep you in our thoughts and prayers and hopefully will see you soon.
Say good bye for me.
Nancy and Rob Husted -- Angela Husted

Nancy Husted - July 08, 2015 at 05:13 PM

“

Saul has been a family friend for over 70 years. His pizzaz for life and caring nature
was inspirational in our family's life!
Marian, Rhonda and Larry Bogante

Rhonda Bogante - July 07, 2015 at 09:59 PM

“

Great man will be missed. I think best of all his brothers.
Always funny & SO NICE!

sherry sokol - July 07, 2015 at 09:28 PM

“

We loved Saul all our lives. Penny haas. So sad. Rip. Joke teller

penny - July 07, 2015 at 07:43 PM

“

What an incredible legacy your father has left to each of you! Not just the
acknowledgements listed rather the legacy of what a great guy Saul was.
Many of us grew up with Saul being in our lives from childhood to adulthood.
He always smiled, always! He was always nice, always! He was very sincere when
he had something to tell you. He could say the hardest things for a person to talk
about in such a comfortable way that you knew you were listening to the genuine
thing.
My thoughts and prayers are with each of you at this time. The Sokol legacy lives on
in each of you.
Merry Harnett Ryan

Merry Harnett Ryan - July 07, 2015 at 07:19 PM

“

Our thoughts and prayers are with all the family. Although we will not be there in
person, we are there in thoughts.

Nancy Landry - July 07, 2015 at 06:12 PM

