Rolf M. Kaufman
November 25, 1935 - August 13, 2013

Rolf M. Kaufman, age 77, passed away on August 13, 2013. Preceded in death by his
parents, Dolf and Lore Kaufman. He is survived by his wife of 54 years, Ellie Kaufman;
daughter, Janine (Robert) Scher; son, Michael (Sheri) Kaufman; grandchildren, Daniel,
Mitchell, Lori, Zach and Casey.
Rolf fled Germany as a child and later had a passion to educate young people about the
Holocaust and bullying. He was a US Army Veteran and board member at Temple Beth
Shalom. Rolf had a wonderful sense of humor and was a kind and generous man.
Funeral services will be held at 2:00pm on August 15th at EPSTEIN MEMORIAL
CHAPEL, 3232 E. Main St. with Rabbi Howard Apothaker officiating. Burial will follow at
Greenlawn Cemetery. Shiva will be observed at the Kaufman residence immediately
following the burial until 8pm (service at 7pm) and Friday from 1 to 4pm (service at 1pm)
In lieu of flowers, donations are preferred to World Wildlife Foundation or United States
Holocaust Museum in his memory.

Cemetery

Events

Green Lawn Cemetery

AUG

1000 Greenlawn Ave
Columbus, OH,

15

Funeral Service

02:00PM

Epstein Memorial Chapel
3232 E. Main St, Columbus, OH, US

Comments

“

I cared for Rolf at one of the facilities he was at and was one of the most amazing
people I had a chance to meet. My thoughts and prayers are with his wonderful wife
and his family. He will be truly missed.

kellee murley - September 17, 2013 at 10:56 PM

“

Rolf was an amazing man who would always stop and call everyone by name. His
stories were incredible. He is already missed. Our Temple Board meetings will not be
the same without Rolf.

Steve Herman - August 15, 2013 at 04:42 PM

“

I only had the honor of knowing Rolf for the past couple years while serving with him
on the temple board, but you could not help instantly liking him. He offered a gentle
voice of reason and humor and was always extremely supportive and encouraging.
I consider myself a much better person for having known him. He will definitely be
missed... may his memory be a blessing.

Sean Silver - August 15, 2013 at 09:29 AM

“

Dear Ellie and family, I was fortunate to meet Rolf at the gym and became friends.
He was funny and we shared a lot of laughs together. He was a true gentleman and
was very well liked at the gym. I'm very sorry for your loss. "God gives us love,
someone to love He lends us". His "gym rat" friend Denny Dreisbach.

Denny Dreisbach - August 15, 2013 at 05:09 AM

“

Dear Ellie,
My condolences to you and your family during this sad time. I met Rolf through the
Jewish Federation Holocaust Project. He was my subject to interview. He invited me
to your home, where he spend much time with me sharing his story in order to brief
me for the "official interview". We met again at Beth Jacob to video the interview. I'm
grateful for the opportunity to have worked with him on the project. I was moved and
have not forgotten his family story. I was very sad to hear of his passing, although I
only knew him for a short period of time, I was touched by his energy, passion, and
generosity. Please accept my condolences, Lisa Kaufman

Lisa Kaufman - August 14, 2013 at 06:34 PM

“

Rolf was always a favorite person of mine. He was generous thoughtful and kind. I
will miss his smile and greetings as well as his guidance. It is my good fortune to
have known him.

Beth Gerber - August 14, 2013 at 05:50 PM

“

Rolf was a tremendous and loyal friend. He and I worked together on many important
issues at Temple Beth Shalom. His counsel will be missed. --Adam Inlander and
Ginny, Joshua & Rebecca Inlander

Adam Inlander - August 13, 2013 at 10:00 PM

“

Our deepest sympathy is extended to Ellie & the family.
Gail & Bob Clark, Cols. Oh (friends of Al Budin)
Gail & Bob Clark - August 14, 2013 at 10:05 AM

“

Ellie,
Paul and I were very saddened to hear of the loss of your beloved husband. Rolf was a
very dear man and will be very missed. Our sincere condolences and know that you are in
our thoughts and prayers.
Paul and Bette Katz
paul and bette katz - August 14, 2013 at 10:50 PM

