Richard L. Shenk
January 26, 1940 - October 20, 2011

Richard L. Shenk, age 71, passed away on October 20, 2011 in Snowmass, CO.
Preceded in death by father, Sol A. Shenk. Survived by his wife, Betty Ann Shenk; sons,
David (Alex) Shenk, Jon (Bonni) Shenk and Joshua Wolf Shenk; stepson Jason
Esterkamp, mother, Florence Shenk; brothers, Charles (Joyce) Shenk and William (Pat)
Shenk; grandchildren, Lucy, Henry, Abe, Anabel, Avery, and Oliver; many nieces,
nephews, cousins and friends. Photographer, humanitarian, real estate developer, rockand-roller. Funeral Service 3:30p.m. on Sunday, October 23rd at THE EPSTEIN
MEMORIAL CHAPEL, 3232 E. Main St. with Rabbi Harold Berman and Rabbi Irvin Wise
officiating. Burial will follow at New Agudas Achim Cemetery. In lieu of flowers, donations
may be made to Talbert House, Challenge Aspen, or Jewish Federation.
Shiva will be observed at the home of Charles and Joyce Shenk on Sunday evening from
7-9PM. Shiva will continue in Cincinnati at the home of David and Stacey Fisher on
Monday and Tuesday evenings, 6:30-9pm.
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Epstein Memorial Chapel
3232 E. Main Street, Columbus, OH, US

Comments

“

Arictles like this make life so much simpler.

Deena - November 21, 2011 at 07:58 AM

“

Dear Shenk family and friends, I just read the Aspen article about Richard's accident
and the description of him as "strong willed" resonated deeply with me. I have many
many memories of him and feel so blessed to have had the opportunity to get to
know Richard. I will cherish the good and bad days we shared. Richard's spirit will
certainly carry on in all those lucky enough to have known the stubborn loving
creative man he was.

Amanda Wynn - November 09, 2011 at 10:07 PM

“

Richard was a true inspiration for me, both before and after the accident. He was a
tough fighter, but also had a big heart. He was not shy about sharing his opinions
about Aspen Skiing Company operations or local politics. He consoled me after my
father died and gave me great comfort. I miss him and I send my sincere
condolences to Betty Ann and the entire family.

Mike Kaplan - November 07, 2011 at 06:31 PM

“

Dear Betty Ann, Chuck, Joyce and Richard's family, I was so sorry to read about
Richard's passing. I'm glad I had the opportunity to meet him. My thoughts are with
you. Sincerely, Paula Sahr

Paula Sahr - November 02, 2011 at 07:48 PM

“

On behalf of everyone at the Art Academy of Cincinnati, I want to offer condolences
to the Shenk family. As an AAC Trustee, Richard was generous with his time,
wisdom, and resources, and he helped guide us through one of the most important
decisions in our history, the move to our new building. We are grateful that he was a
part of the Academy and very sorry that he is gone.
Chip Finke
Chair, Board of Trustees
Art Academy of Cincinnati

Chip Finke - October 28, 2011 at 03:17 PM

“

My deepest sympathy goes out to Betty Ann and Richard's Family. I got to know
Richard quite well as he talked very highly of each and everyone of you. I'm so sorry
for the loss and hardship. Your Husband, Son, Father, Grandpa, Uncle, etc. taught
me a great deal of many different things. He was a wonderful man that will be forever
missed.
Take care of eachother,
Sincerely,
Ashley Forcelle
"Care Taker"

Ashley Forcelle - October 28, 2011 at 09:26 AM

“

My thoughts and prayers are with the entire Shenk family. I will miss seeing Richard
on the bike path, as well as working with him on the UJA Board. He was a dedicated
and tireless advocate for the Jewish community where he made a huge difference in
the lives of so many. He will be missed terribly.

Julie Puchkoff - October 25, 2011 at 08:18 PM

“

We were so sorry to hear of your loss. We will miss seeing and talking to Richard on
the bike path. He was such an inspiration.
Sincerely,
Teena and George Shaw

Teena and George Shaw - October 25, 2011 at 10:16 AM

“

From Debby at Tailwaggers. I was so surprised to read this morning, 10/25 that
Richard had passed. He was such a valiant fighter thru all his recent struggles and
made new contacts everywhere with high interest and perserverance. He loved his
dog Imogene. I hope to see Richard on the other side, I know he is happy to have his
legs back. He was always kind to me and the other critters.
My condolences Betty.

Deborah Farrell - October 25, 2011 at 09:54 AM

“

You have my deepest sympathy during this difficult time. My thoughts are with your
family.

Hazel Tynes - October 24, 2011 at 10:36 PM

“

Please accept our sincere condolences.

Steve and Mary and Claire and Grace Weiler - October 24, 2011 at 10:00 PM

“

I will always remember Richard as a powerful and strong man with energy that filled
the room, the ski slopes. I will miss his hearty voice and all his ribbing, and I will think
of him and his dog on every trek I make up Stark's Trail. His was a huge presence,
all the more so for his courage and determination in recent years. Snowmass will not
be the same without you. BJ

BJ Adams - October 24, 2011 at 04:40 PM

“

Ken and I will miss seeing Richard regularly here in Basalt. He and his dog Imagene
were such a familiar sight before and after his accident here by our business in
Basalt. I will always remember that sight of him at the end of the parking lot being
hoisted in and out of that bike of his. We enjoyed knowing him and were so happy
that he was able to regain an interest in his creative life following his accident. A
talented man, we are so saddened by this loss. Our thoughts to his friends and
family.

Sue and Ken Krehbiel - October 24, 2011 at 03:14 PM

“

My heart-felt condolences to all the Shenk family. I hold to the music Richard and I
shared and the wonderful source of life he embodied. -Frank

Frank Martin - October 24, 2011 at 02:18 PM

“

We were shocked and saddened to learn of Richards passing and send our heartfelt
sympathy and condolences to Betty Ann and his entire family. He was such a strong
and proud person with opinions about everything which he would joyfully share over
a good bottle of wine or a flake of snow. He was our friend and we loved him for his
generosity and caring ways. He supported Israel and expressed his interest for a
dual citizenship which he continued to share until even recently. Photography,
athletics, political discourse....it never stopped with Richard and we loved him. Until
we meet again.

Dick and Karliss Virtue - October 24, 2011 at 02:07 PM

“

It was a privilege to have known and worked with Richard. I was also a Board Chair
at Talbert House and benefitted from his knowledge and dedication to the agency.
On a personal level his flare and zest for life were wonderful to see. He was so very
proud of his family,
his community, his photography, and his flying.
He was one in a zillion and will be missed terribly.
With compassion and sympathy
Leslie McNeill

Leslie McNeill - October 24, 2011 at 01:08 PM

“

Richard was a client of mine for many years and became more than that, a special
friend and source of many stories of his life experiences.
We even finally got to visit him in his favorite Snowmass surroundings!
I will always remember him every time I go to China Gourmet. He was one of a kind!
Our deepest sympathy to his family

catherine bradford - October 24, 2011 at 01:01 PM

“

It is with much sadness that we leave this message. We have lost a great friend,
husband and father. We will long remember the happy times we shared with Richard
and Betty Ann. Richard will be missed. Our sincerest condolences to Betty Ann and
the Shenk family.

Jane and Tony Battaglia - October 24, 2011 at 08:13 AM

“

Richard the Lionhearted, We will miss you so much. What a legacy you have
created.David Josh and Jon did you proud and those beautiful grand chidren..what a
family. You are our hero Richard and over these past three+years so many have had
a part in your miracle.Special thanks go out to Betty Ann,Joanne and Sid, Stan
Chesley and all your caretakers. You have been an inspiration to us and a friend
forever. Shalom, Alice and Jim LytleAAKD

Alice and Dr, Jim Lytle aka - October 24, 2011 at 12:31 AM

“

My memory of Richard is him set to fly in his super-trike and racing jersey speeding
down the bike paths saying hello to everyone and never once turning around till he
had sweat poring down his face; and he never once lost that smile. He also had an
eye for beauty and it showed deeply in his photographs of snow covered trees, Asian
adventures, and natural abstracts. He told me that he liked to shoot only in black and
white because you were privileged to see color everyday-why not look at the world
differently? And that he did. He will never be forgotten and his way of looking at the
world helps to shape mine daily. I miss you Richard and I hope heaven has all the old
cameras and film you could have ever asked for!

Shannon O'Gara-Standiford - October 23, 2011 at 11:49 PM

“

I am saddened to hear of Dick's passing. I express my sincere condolences to all his
family and those who knew him.
Sam

Sam B. Nadler, Jr - October 23, 2011 at 08:42 PM

“

We are deeply saddened to hear of the loss of Richard. My father, Mesel Wieder,
considered Richard his closest and truest friend. Our families cannot express our
gratitude for the friendship he provided our father. Our hearts and prayers are with
you at this time...true friends are a gift ftom God!

Johanna Taint/ Maria Wacksman - October 23, 2011 at 07:45 PM

“

Dear Chuck,
Thinking of you during this difficult time.
Eileen & Elliot Reiff

Eileen Kohn Reiff - October 23, 2011 at 07:32 PM

“

Please all except my sincere condolences for Richard's passing. I am truely blessed
to have known him and experienced all of his wisdom and humor. I am sorry for the
unprepared change in all of our lives for his abrupt passing. I feel honored to have
known him as I did. Always with love, Amber

Amber DeLuca - October 23, 2011 at 06:19 PM

“

may you find everlasting peace.

Cheryl Eaglin - October 23, 2011 at 06:06 PM

“

I offer my deepest sympathy on your loss. I truly enjoyed my time with Mrs. Shenk
when we went to dinner. i know Richard will be missed.
Al Budin

Al Budin - October 23, 2011 at 05:59 PM

“

We are saddened to hear of Richard's death. I took care of him a few times in the ER
and enjoyed talking with him. He always had a great attitude about life which always
gave me inspiration. There are not many people who are injured the way Richard
was and continue push forward in their lives and always see blue sky.

Melanie and David Crandall - October 23, 2011 at 10:54 AM

“

I will miss you dearly. I am so blessed to have known you!

Michelle - October 22, 2011 at 11:17 PM

“

Dear Betty Ann and Family, we feel Richard's passing deeply. He was more than a
friend. He was a BIG brother and much more. Teacher, mentor, guide, counselor,
confidante. We know that his memoryan life and deeds will always be a source of
blessing and Mitzvot for you and us. With love, The Karp Family

Elliot and Sharon Karp - October 22, 2011 at 08:17 PM

“

Richard "raised the bar" in nearly every venue before and after his accident. Whether
it be athletic, political, religous or artistic, you could never describe him as less than
passionate. I've been enriched by my relationship with him and extend my best to his
family and they should know that he was an exceptional traveler on the journey of
life. Peace to you my friend.

Steve Chase - October 22, 2011 at 07:10 PM

“

Dear Mrs Shenk, Billy, and Chuck,
Please except my coldolences on the passing of Dick, I have fond memories of him
telling Billy and me what to do when we all lived on Roosevelt Ave.

Mike Mercurio - October 22, 2011 at 03:19 PM

“

So sorry to hear about Richard, you all have our deepest sympathy. Thinking of you.
Th e Maniloff's

Harold, Joy and Harry Maniloff " Bella Mia" Basalt Co. - October 22, 2011 at 02:13 PM

“

Gary and I were so saddened to hear of Richard's passing. The pain of his loss and
the smiles of so many fun times remembered has dominated our minds since we
received the sad news. Our prayers and condolences go out to Betty Ann and the
entire extended family. Richard, God's Speed.

Lois and Gary Podolny - October 22, 2011 at 01:08 PM

“

My good friend. We will miss you. My memories will always be of our college days.

Gigi and David Lewin - October 22, 2011 at 12:53 PM

“

On behalf of the Talbert House organization, our thoughts and prayers are with the
Shenk family. As a past Board chair, advisor and supporter he had a major impact on
the services we provide to those less fortunate in our community. He will be missed.

Teri Nau - October 22, 2011 at 10:01 AM

“

Dear Mrs. Shenk,Chuck,Joyce, Billy,
and Patty and family.
I was so sorry to hear the sad news of
Dick passing away.
I only wish there were something I could say that would help ease the pain
of your loss. Dick was such a great guy.
I send you my love and sympathy.
Janice Katz Witter

Janice Katz Witter - October 22, 2011 at 10:01 AM

“

Richard: We partied, photographed and rode bicycles together. You managed to
improve every situation to which we have been apart. You supported Israel
with energy and spirit. You engaged my mind and helped me make some right
decisions. I will miss your humor and Buddy Holly stories.
God speed Richard. Jack & Marisa

Jack & Marisa Silverman - October 22, 2011 at 09:44 AM

