Ralph J. E. Rothschild
September 17, 1929 - December 13, 2015

Ralph J. E. Rothschild, age 86, passed away on December 13, 2015. Preceded in death
by his parents, Ernst and Margot Rothschild; brothers, Yehuda and Harold Rothschild;
son, Gary Rothschild. He is survived by his wife of 62 years, Ruth; son, Daniel Rothschild;
daughter, Naomi (Rob) Cohen; sister, Jacqueline (Gerry) Lieder; grandchildren, Jonathan
Cohen and fiancé, Amanda, Benjamin Cohen, Erin (Mike) Kaminski and Kara (Russell)
Weidle; great granddaughter, Ariella Kaminski; many nieces, nephews, cousins and
friends. Ralph was born on September 17, 1929 in Germany. He survived the Holocaust
and immigrated to the United States in 1948 and went on to serve his new country in the
US Army. He met the love of his life, Ruth and they were married in 1953. One of the first
Jewish people to be hired by IBM he worked for them for 30 years. Ralph went on to work
for the JCC of Columbus for 19 years. Devoted member and past President of
Congregation Tifereth Israel and Temple Israel in Silver Spring, MD, and served on the
Holocaust Survivor Committee at Jewish Family Services.
Funeral services will be held at 11:00am on Wednesday, December 16 at
CONGREGATION TIFERETH ISRAEL, 1354 E. Broad St. with Rabbi Harold Berman
officiating. Shiva will be observed at Kensington Place, 1001 Parkview Blvd. 43219
Wednesday, Thursday, Sunday and Monday from 4:30 – 6:30pm. In lieu of flowers,
donations may be made to Congregation Tifereth Israel or Zusman Hospice in his
memory.
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Comments

“

Beryl Feldman lit a candle in memory of Ralph J. E. Rothschild

Beryl Feldman - December 17, 2015 at 09:49 AM

“

Ralph Growing up around Ruth and Ralph, Danny, Gary, and Naomi are some of my
fondest memories. Ralph even gave the toast at my wedding because my own father
had already passed away.
Ralph, we will miss you terribly. We will miss the twinkle in your devilish eyes, your
logic, your history, and most of all, your sense of humor.
We remember all of the good times as children growing up with yours and
remembering when Ruth had to take my mother to the hospital when our sister,
Debbie, was born.
Thank you for being you. We will miss you so much, now and forever.

Beryl Feldman - December 17, 2015 at 09:46 AM

“

Dearest Aunt Ruth, Danny and Naomi and Rob,
It is with a heavy heart that I bid goodbye to my Dear Uncle Ralph.
My memories of growing up in Baltimore are filled with the wonderful times we spent
together. Your family was living in Silver Spring at the time, and we were able to get
together quite often. Often we had Sunday night dinners together,after you visited
Oma and Opa. There were the warm memories of Thanksgiving and Chanukah
together. I remember giggling our way through the Maoz Tzur every year, and you
were laughing right along with the kids.
There are many life lessons I learned from Uncle Ralph. One is " If you don't bend
down to pick up a penny off the floor, you won't recognize when its a dollar." You
corrected the address on my Thank you cards....If I wrote Family Rothschild, you
sent it back corrected in red ink- Rothschild Family! I don't make that mistake
anymore!
I remember the great respect you showed visiting your parents. I know that Naomi
and Danny have learned so much from the example you set. You loved your sister
Jacqueline and everything she represented, and the family she brought to tohis
world. You had weekly conversations with Gerry and Jackie for the last number of
decades. I would get a frantic call on Monday, if he couldn't reach Mommy on
Sundays.
We all felt so loved by you. You loved so many things. You loved your adoring wife
Ruth, your very devoted children. You loved the USA, the State of Israel, your
Mishpacha, and chocolate covered ginger.
Thank you for everything you have taught me and given me .

With love,
Vivian Lieder Schecter and Family
Jerusalem
vivian schecter - December 16, 2015 at 05:46 AM

“

I had the great pleasure and privilege of traveling to Israel with Ralph and other
employees of the JCC some years ago. It was during that time, I got to know him and
appreciate the warmth, humor, and kind nature of this gentle man. How fortunate our
community is to have had such a treasure like Ralph.
May his memory serve as a blessing to all.
Linda Goldsmith

Linda Goldsmith - December 15, 2015 at 11:50 PM

“

Coolest Uncle ever!! Uncle Ralph " got me". He never judged my off color humor, my
outrageous antics and "out of the box" personality! Uncle Ralph always made me feel
like I was his little girl,even though we all knew that Ralph Rothschild could not love
any little girl more than his own little girl, Naomi (who remained the apple of his eye
forever)!
Chanukah and Thanksgivings in Silver Spring with the Rothschilds were an integral
part of my youth. At Uncle Ralph and Aunt Ruth's home, some of my fondest
memories were made. Those memories are now carefully stored in the archives of
my" love memory bank".
Uncle Ralph and Aunt Ruth never forgot my birthday or my husband Gary's birthday.I
waited all year for their birthday cards and later in life, I anxiously awaited their
birthday emails. Speaking of emails... I loved seeing in my "inbox" that I got an email
from Uncle Ralph, because I always knew, even before opening the email, that a
laugh at loud joke ( sometimes even a "snort out loud" joke) awaited me. Uncle
Ralph always knew how to put a smile on my face.
Uncle Ralph... you were an awesome man, a stellar father, a doting son, the most
protective brother( except when you ran my mother into a glass door... but we forgive
you for that ,as that incident never marred her beautiful face), a really fun and funny
uncle, the most kind and loyal friend. You took a stand when a stand had to be taken,
but you were soft and sweet at all other times. You were the kind of person we all
aspire to be. I will miss you. We will all miss you. We will try to follow in your giant
footsteps by doing good deeds in your memory.
In your honor ,we will honor our parents more . We will be better parents, spouses
and siblings.We will be more loving to our fellow Jew and to our fellow man, the way
you taught us to be. Your life was a life well lived and you, Uncle Ralph, were
incredibly well loved.
These words, although I feel areinadequate, I hope they describe my warm and
overflowing loving feelings for my Uncle Ralph. They were written with the purest of
intentions to try to convey my void in the passing of my dear beloved Uncle Ralph. I
write with a heavy heart and I am sending my deepest sympathy and love to my
cousins Naomi and Rob Cohen, Danny Rothschild on the passing of their father. You
guys had an unbelievable role model . I know you always valued your father, his
worldly and sound advice and his kind deeds. our heart breaks for your loss.
Aunt Ruth you were an amazing wife to Uncle Ralph , you were his everything!! You
two made a beautiful family together, a family who will continue to care for you and
love you the way Uncle Ralph would did and expected.

All my love,
Annette Lieder-Kaufman ( and Gary her husband ,children Barak, Elianna and her
husband Ariel, Jakey and Dani)
annette kaufman - December 14, 2015 at 04:39 PM

“

Dearest, Ruth, Naomi, Danny & Family,
So sorry to learn of dear Ralph's passing! He was a truly WONDERFUL person! Try
to take care of yourselves/
I know he would want you to do so!!!
Love to all, Gloria Gutter

Gloria( Gaffin) Gutter - December 14, 2015 at 03:39 PM

“

To all the Rothschild's and Cohen families,
Please know that you're in my thoughts and prayers. My sincerest condolences for
an
incredibly great loss.
Renee and Martin Kuhl

Renee Kuhl - December 14, 2015 at 02:47 PM

“

1 file added to the album New Album Name

Benjamin - December 14, 2015 at 02:01 PM

“

Tina Sisisky RiceI met Ralph almost 20 years ago Working in the membership office.
Ralph was so funny and it was a pleasure to know him. He was always there for me.
Carrie, Ralph and I were a team. We were sad when Carrie left us but the bonds of
friendship were always there. I will always have wonderful memories.

Tina Rice - December 13, 2015 at 08:53 PM

“

Bless YOU,Ralph and Thank YOU for your service in The United States Army.........
And Semper Fi.

Herb Guyer-Sharfenaker USMC - December 13, 2015 at 08:19 PM

“

Ruth, my heart goes out to you and your family. I wish I could be in town to be with
you. Ralph was one of the kindest men I had the pleasure to get to know through TI.
He always treated me with such warmth and caring. May his memory be a blessing.
Jeff Grossman

jeff Grossman - December 13, 2015 at 06:02 PM

“

What a wonderful, sweet, kind man. He always had a smile on his face and never
saw the glass as half empty. A fine gentleman that mankind will miss.
Ronald Blank

Ronald Blank - December 13, 2015 at 03:15 PM

“

What a beautiful testiment Annette Lieder-Kaufman to your Uncle Ralph. I worked with
Ralph many years ago at the Jewish Community Center. He was instramental in my
children's enrollment in the day care center. As years past...as they do, I would run into
Ralph at the center and he never once neglected to ask about my children. His practical,
and yet funny advise about both business and child rearing has remained with me to this
day. I will remember Ralph as one of the most endearing and thoughtful men I will ever
know. Prayers to Ruth for her loss and heart felt sympathy to the many lives he touched.
Suzanne Shively
Suzanne Shively - December 15, 2015 at 09:08 PM

“

Dearest Rothschild Family, We feel a great loss having just
Heard of Ralph's Passing. Our Deepest Condolences to
All of YOU. Edythe Westerman & Family
Sallee Ach - January 03, 2016 at 01:41 PM

