Orlene Shimberg
December 27, 1939 - July 4, 2019

Orlene Marks Shimberg died peacefully at her home on July 4, 2019 surrounded by her
family. Born to Frederic F. and Helen Koenig Marks, on December 27, 1939, she grew up
in Great Neck, NY, and embraced her communities in Columbus and Sanibel, FL. Orlene
graduated from American University and taught in Washington, DC, the New York City
area, and at The Wellington School. Orlene leaves her husband of 57 years, Steve, and
her children, Rabbi Jessica Shimberg and Ken and Betsy Shimberg (Providence, RI). She
was a loving “GramO” to Ian and Joshua Lind and Naomi and Daniel Shimberg. She is
survived by her sister, Zara Marks Abel, two nephews and their families, as well as her
devoted friend, Violet Wozniak. Orlene was a dedicated member of Kehilat Sukkat Shalom
(formerly the Little Minyan) and participated in numerous volunteer activities in Columbus
and on Sanibel. In her retirement, Orlene worked tirelessly to prevent human trafficking
through her leadership of the Zonta Club of Sanibel-Captiva. Vivacious, confident, fiercely
determined, and direct, Orlene embraced life with limitless energy and a keen interest in
each person she met. We will miss her broad smile, fierce devotion to those she loved,
appreciation of beauty and truth, and delight in the “little things.” Kehilat Sukkat Shalom
will celebrate her life at First Unitarian Universalist Church, 93 W. Weisheimer Road,
Columbus, on Sunday July 7th at 1:30 p.m. with a graveside service to follow at Green
Lawn Cemetery. Shiva will be observed at the Shimberg residence on Sunday, July 7th
from 5 to 9 p.m. and July 8th and 9th from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. and will continue at Rabbi
Jessica Shimberg's residence on Wednesday and Thursday from 6:30PM - 9PM and
Friday from 3PM-4PM. Orlene requested that donations in her honor be made to Kehilat
Sukkat Shalom www.sukkatshalomcolumbus.org or Zonta Foundation of Southwest
Florida www.zontasancap.com
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Comments

“

Dear Jessica,
I am saddened to learn of the loss of your mother, Orlene. She was a lovely person
and I enjoyed knowing her when I was the soloist at Beth Tikvah.
I know she was very proud of you with all of your hard work to find a career that was
meant for you. My husband wanted to move to New York when I was in my 40's so I
could attend cantorial school but I wasn't brave enough to leave my parents and
brother to move away.
Know that I am thinking about your loss.
B'Shalom,
Barbara Dowell

Barbara Dowell - July 12 at 04:21 PM

“

I'll remember Orlene for her wry sense of humor and for her refusal to think
superficially about anything. My impression was that she didn't suffer fools gladly ...
and yet, she was never unkind, in my experience.
My heartfelt condolences to a lovely family, one that I remember well and fondly from
my Beth Tikvah years.
Jack Schwarz

Jack Schwarz - July 11 at 05:04 PM

“

Jessica,
So sorry to learn about your mother’s passing. Orlene was a vibrant woman and will
be missed.
—Lisa Kalson

Lisa Kalson - July 10 at 01:08 PM

“

Steve and family,
I vividly remember how passionate Orlene was about the beauty of glass. This is
such a fitting metaphor for her life. The inner light of her passion for social justice and
tolerance could not be self-contained, but beamed forth like a prism into the lives of
others. As a fellow teacher, I saw how she gently cultivated this spark in her students
through education in comparative religion, the generosity of a food drive, and a
welcoming space for all students. Her leadership of the In the Know Team, as well,
was more than a pursuit of knowledge for its own sake. It was a celebration of the
intellectual life, of how all facets of human pursuit could influence one another and
achieve something greater than its parts. Both mind and heart make the world more
inclusive in its diversity. This is Orlene’s legacy, the part of herself that she leaves in
all who knew her.
Sue Bonvallet

Sue - July 07 at 04:28 PM

“

Dear Steve and family,
Feeling under the weather, sorry we could not make it to the memorial. We
remember Orlene with love in our hearts. When we moved to Ohio in the early 80’s,
Orlene reached out-to us, made us feel welcome.unique, intelligent, and full of drive
and energy.
Hugs to all of you,,
Myra, George and Paul Sarkadi

Myra Saradi - July 07 at 10:52 AM

“

One of the influential people in my adolescent life - Mrs Shimberg will be dearly
missed but her impact lives on. I graduated Wellington in 2001 and was in Mrs
Shimbergs classrooms in middle school as well as on the In The Know teams
through senior year. Prayers and Love to you all. - Ned Young and family.

Ned Young - July 06 at 04:06 PM

