Matanya Ophee
June 15, 1932 - November 6, 2017

Matanya Ophee, age 85, passed away on November 6th, 2017. Preceded in death by his
parents, Aaron and Yocheved Polac and one brother. He is survived by his wife, Margarita
Ophee-Mazo; daughters, Yadin Ophee and Tamar (Mark) Amidon; step-daughter, Marina
Goldberg; sisters, Osnat Nizri and Ruhama Gibson, and 7 grandchildren.
He was a preeminent international figure in the classical guitar world. The author of
numerous scholarly writings, discoverer of forgotten composers and their works, now
played all over the world, he was also a proprietor and editor of the publishing house
Editions Orphée. He introduced to the Western world an entire repertoire of guitar music
from nineteenth-century Russia. His work took him around the world as a major figure in
the international forums of classical guitar performers and scholars. He was the recipient
of a Lifetime Achievement Award from the Guitar Foundation of America and other
international awards for his professional accomplishments. He was a career pilot, a
captain of several Boing airplanes. He spoke freely seven languages, and friends still
remember him reciting from memory Pushkin’s Eugene Onegin in Hebrew. He was a great
cook. But above all, he was a tremendous human being who would be missed immensely.
A Celebration of Life service will be held at 3:30 PM on Sunday, November 12th at the
Heritage House Synagogue, 1151 College Ave.
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Wexner Heritage House
1151 College Avenue, Columbus, OH, US

Comments

“

Dear Rita,
Our deepest condolences on Matanya's passing. He was an exceptional and multi
talented person, one that will be remembered for his incredibly sharp wit, good spirit,
and passion for music. In addition to his many accomplishments Matanya was a
great story teller, and his sense for timing was perfect! He will be missed.
Sincerely,
Jan and Paula Radzynski

Jan Radzynski - November 10, 2017 at 06:01 PM

“

To Matanya's Family and friends: Like Matanya, I was an air line pilot who had the
good fortune of flying with Matanya on many occasions. Beside his accomplishments
in the classical music world, he was also an superb airman.On those occasions when
I found I was to share a cockpit with him, I always found that to be one of the better
days. Would that I was able to go back to relive some of those times. A couple of
years ago we carried on an extensive "e-dialog". I'm very glad to have had that
opportunity while time remained.My prayers are certainly with him and with his
relatives and friends now.
Sincerely,
John R. (Jack) Burchfield
Retired Captain, Mohawk / US Air

John R. Burchfield - November 09, 2017 at 09:53 PM

“

To the family and friends of Matanya Ophee. On behalf of the physicians, nurses,
and staff of the OSU Medical Center and The James I send our most sincere
condolences. For many years we have had the privilege of providing care for Mr.
Ophee as he bravely confronted many challenges to his health. We will long
remember his great spirit, humor, and his music scholarship. He was a wealth of
knowledge in music history and his eyes sparkled with youthful enthusiasm when we
had the opportunity to discuss his remarkable life experiences. He lived a life of great
joy and accomplishment. From Steven K Clinton MD PHD and from our clinic team
(Kelly, Andrea, and Paulette).

Steven K. Clinton MD PHD - November 09, 2017 at 09:50 AM

