Marcia Friedman
May 24, 1942 - December 1, 2015

Marcia Friedman was born in Toledo, OH to the late Ruth and Sydney Lopate and passed
away on December 1, 2015. A dedicated wife, mother, grandmother and sister, she
crossed the country often to be with her family. Her most cherished role was singing to her
grandchildren before bedtime. Marcia was always sharing with others and thrived on
building meaningful connections. She collected friends throughout her life and was always
on the phone or visiting with the people she loved. She was also a public figure. She was
active in the Jewish community, including time as Regional President and on the National
Board of Directors of a women’s organization that is now part of American ORT (a network
of vocational and technical schools that helped students become self-sustaining). Marcia
was a vocal proponent of breast cancer awareness, the disease that took her life. She
also served as a mentor for women battling the disease and her strength inspired many
people. She is survived by her husband, Al; children, Chuck (Jill) Friedman, Suzanne
(Dave) Kahle and Julia Friedman; sister, Charlene (Richard) Ratner; grandchildren, Noah,
Ben, Rebecca, Quinn and Asa; brother-in-law, Norman Friedman; sisters-in-law, Hinda
Riker, Irena (Alan) Weinberg and Diana (Richard) Routman; many nieces, nephews,
cousins and friends.
Funeral services will be held at 11:00am on Friday, December 4 at CONGREGATION
AGUDAS ACHIM, 2767 E. Broad St. with Rabbi Mitchell Levine officiating. Burial will
follow at New Agudas Achim Cemetery. Shiva will be observed at the Friedman residence
on Friday following the service, Saturday evening and Sunday from 4pm - 7pm. In lieu of
flowers, donations are preferred to The James Cancer Hospital or ORT America in her
memory.
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Comments

“

Marcia has always been incredibly loving and generous to me. My wife and I regret
that we were unable to make it to Ohio this past week. Our thoughts and prayers
have been with the Al and all the cousins.

David and Candace Friedman - December 08, 2015 at 06:26 PM

“

The world has lost a wonderful human being, ORT has lost a passionate and
dedicated leader, and ORT Argentina has lost a long-time friend. Our deepest
sympathy.

ORT Argentina - December 04, 2015 at 12:34 PM

“

Our deepest sympathy on your great loss! We have fond memories of Marcia (and
Al, too) from our days in Columbus. Marcia reached out to us with friendship when
we were transferred from Detroit. She provided introductions, good advice on
neighborhoods (we moved nearby), shops and pizza (Papa Ginsberg's!). May her
memory be a blessing to you as it is to us!
Deborah and Stephen D'Arcy

Deborah and Stephen D'Arcy - December 03, 2015 at 05:39 PM

“

Sending my love and condolences to Marcia's beloved family. Marcia was a
tremendous influence in my ORT life and coached me to a skill set that allowed me
not only to serve as an ORT leader, but to grow in my personal and professional life
as well. I feel so blessed to have had her as my mentor, co-chair and friend. As I
read this post, I am holding the small kaleidoscope she gave me, reminding me to
see beauty in everything, every day.
May her memory shine on as a blessing for generations to come.
Sharon Weiner

Sharon Weiner - December 03, 2015 at 05:16 PM

“

We send our sympathies to you, remembering the sweet and gregarious person that
Marsha was. It was always a joy to spend time with Al and Marsha. Our family will
miss her. Love, Lonny Rosen and Jeff Gordon, St. Augustine, FL

Jeffrey Gordon - December 03, 2015 at 12:02 PM

“

My heartfelt sympathies to Marcia's whole family. What an amazing woman she has
always been, and what an inspiration to all whom she touched. We go back to grade
school days, sleep-overs on Fulton Street at the Lopate home, learning to use
Charlene's eyelash curler (did you know, Charlene?), endless card games, boys, and
clubs and plays, Scott High events; Marcia a head taller than I, hoping to be partners
walking down the aisle at Temple for confirmation, trying to convince Mary Sigman
that if I put on heels and Marcia wore flats we wouldn't look "uneven"; double dating;
going off to college. Our paths have not crossed much in the last 55 years, but I have
kept up through mutual friends. We will always be soul mates. I feel her loss deeply.
With love and affection, Susan Hartman Muska

Susan Hartman Muska - December 03, 2015 at 10:23 AM

“

Please accept our kind thoughts at this sad time.May your memories be of some
solace to all of you.
Sincerely,Benny and Debbie Eisenstein

D.Eisenstein - December 03, 2015 at 06:56 AM

“

My deepest , deepest sympathy. Marcia was such a wonderful person--there aren't
enough good adjectives--so kind, so positive, so genuinely nice--I am glad that I had
the chance to visit with her and with Hinda only a month ago. My memory of her
strength and of her talking about her love of Al , her pride and love of her family and
her concern about the latest ORT project will always come to mind when I think of
her. Her loss is so great--may God give you Strength. Much love to all of you. Phyllis
Roth Schlezinger Cantor

Phyllis S. Cantor - December 03, 2015 at 03:42 AM

“

What a loss! What a battle! What a woman! Our hearts go out across the miles to Al
and the family. Fondly and sadly, Brenda and Michael Stern

Brenda Stern - December 02, 2015 at 08:22 PM

“

My condolences to Marcia's family. Marcia was an inspiring and warm leader and
mentor to so many, myself included, who had the good fortune to know her, work with
her and learn from her. She was the epitomy of grace and dignity and her memory
wlll, indeed, be for a blessing to so many... She will be sorely missed. Patti Aaron

Patti Aaron - December 02, 2015 at 04:39 PM

“

Our condolences to Marcia's family. Hannah has kept me informed all along. Her
memory will last a lifetime. Carole Gerbie Cohen

Carole Gerbie Cohen - December 02, 2015 at 12:04 PM

