Marc Levison
October 6, 1946 - October 8, 2009

Loving husband, father and inspiration to thousands passed away peacefully on Thursday,
October 8, 2009. Afflicted with ALS (Lou Gehrig's Disease) for over 21 years, he taught
his family, friends and the community to stand up and never give up.
As his body weakened his spirit gained astonishing power and his daily thoughts and
philosophical insights reached his loyal readers and taught all to overcome challenges and
focus on the positives.
Marc's life was spent with enjoyment and service to his country (Marc served in the U.S.
Navy on USS CV-61 Ranger during the Vietnam War). Marc was also a retired Union
Electrician from IBEW Local 683.
Most of all, Marc's life had meaning. As the ALS progressed, he couldn't stand but he
taught all to stand tall, as his ability to speak deteriorated his voice and message became
even stronger. The Annual Marc Levison 5K Run/Walk for Lou Gehrig's Disease has
raised over $150,000 through the Helping Link Foundation to fund research to find a cure
for the debilitating disease. This year alone, Marc raised over $25,000 and fought through
tremendous pain and battled yet another cursed disease, cancer, in order to participate in
the 7th annual event.
Marc Levison recently celebrated his 63rd birthday. He is preceded in death by his mother,
Fay; his father, Abraham; and his sister, Sheila. Marc is survived by his beautiful and
caring wife of 42 years, Eileen; and his children Brent (Jessica) and Kevin.
Graveside ceremony was held Thursday, October 8, 2009. The family will sit shiva at the
Family's residence starting Monday, October 12, 2009 and continuing through Thursday,
October 15, 2009 at 6:30pm. A memorial for the community to celebrate the life of Marc
Levison will be held at Congregation Torat Emet / Main Street Synagogue
(www.toratemet.org), 2375 E. Main Street, 43209 on Sunday, November 8 at 1:30pm.
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Congregation Torat Emet
2513 E. Main Street, Columbus, OH, US

Comments

“

I am saddened to know a favorite cousin from childhood, Marc, was lost. A mention
of his smile, yes, what I remember most. To now learn his wife is with him, a sad
comfort. Notes of his bravery, not a surprise, a commendable legacy. My brothers,
Philip (1954-1988) & Louis Handler,(1949-2016) are also in Heaven. My love, though
you do not know me, is passed to the children and grandchildren. Being part of the
Levison family is an honor. Cousin: Beatrice Handler Wotherspoon

Beatrice Handler Wotherspoon - February 18, 2016 at 04:02 PM

“

you have my deepest sympathy in the loss of your loved one Marc. I owned J.C.
Radiator and Auto parts for 23 years after my husband passed away of cancer. i am
now retired, but i remember Marc coming in the junkyard with his son. Marc found
one of his old cars in the junkyard, i believe it was an old chevy. its been so long ago
i am not sure of the year of the car. marc was a very courageous man . i also saw
him on tv every year on jerry lewis telethon. Please except my sympathy . your family
is in my prayers. Mary E. Czompi

Mary e. Czompi - October 13, 2009 at 05:38 PM

“

To the Levison FamilyMarc was an inspiration to all of us.. We will miss him dearly. He fought long and
hard for a cure for ALS and we all will cintinue to make that happen. Our thoughts
and prayers are with you all.
RIP marc- we miss u ...
debbie, jeff , chad, josh and will meyer

debbie and jeff meyer - October 13, 2009 at 10:30 AM

“

I'll never forget Marc's smile, an example to us all. My sympathies to you, Eileen,
Brent (Jessica) and Kevin.

Amy Baden - October 12, 2009 at 11:55 AM

“

Levison Family,
I am saddened to know that Marc has gone to be in a better place. His fight was one
that very few people can go though the way Marc did. Marc was blessed for so many
years to make the fight against ALS. He will always be remembered as a very dear
and loving man and friend from Eastmoor High School
I know what you are feeling as my wife's uncle died of ALS, but his fight was less that
two years. Also one of our pastors at Reynoldsburg United Methodist Church also
died of ALS, Pastor Judy's fight only lasted less than two years.
Marc lead such a great fight. Bless him as we pray for the Levison family.
Mike Schott
Eastmoor Class of 1965

Mike Schott - October 12, 2009 at 07:36 AM

“

Eileen, My deepest sympathies to you and your family. I still remember playing
baseball with Mark at the JCC when we were about 13 years old. We were on the
same team. Mark was always very kind and had a great laugh. We will miss him.
With Warmest Regards, Paul Mendelman

Paul Mendelman - October 11, 2009 at 03:10 PM

“

Eileen and Family - I have known Marc over 50 years, he was a super friend,
husband, and father. He fought until the finish - may he rest in peace. We will all miss
him.I will always remember his smile and how kind he was to everyone.God Bless
you and your family during this sad time.

Carolyn Tatman Jones - Eastmoor HS, Class of 1965 - October 10, 2009 at 05:56 PM

“

I met Marc when I worked for Rabbi David Stavsky, of blessed memory, at Beth
Jacob Congregation several years ago. What a kind, dear soul Marc was to so many!
What strength and determination he exhibited in his life! And that ornery smile of his!
I talked with Marc many times over the telephone when we would make his almost
daily phone calls to Rabbi Stavsky. They had a strong love and respect for one
another. I have some photos we all took together in the synagogue one afternoon
while Marc was visiting that I will treasure. Marc and his family are in my thoughts
and prayers.

Ellie Hunter - October 10, 2009 at 03:07 PM

“

Marc and I attended Eastmoor High School together, almost 45 years ago. He had a
smile and devotion then, and it continued through his life. To his family and friends,
my deepest sympathy, and to my high school friends, our reunions won't be the
same without Marc's smile.
Love, Sharon

Sharon Miller Sopha - October 10, 2009 at 12:48 PM

“

Eileen and family - I'm sorry to hear of your loss, but our prayes are with you and
family.
Marc still looked great at the last 5K/walk in September.

Barbara Kerr - EHS 1965 - October 10, 2009 at 09:36 AM

“

Gary and I were very sorry to hear of Marc's passing. He is in peace now. Our
prayers are with the family.
Sincerely....Mr. & Mrs. Garrett Brown

Gary & Diane Brown - October 10, 2009 at 07:42 AM

“

I SEND MY SYMPATHY TO ALL OF MARC'S FAMILY.
ALTHOUGH AFFLICTED WITH THIS TERRIBLE DISEASE, HE SET AN EXAMPLE
OF VALOR, COURAGE AND PERSISTENCE THAT WAS AN BEACON TO
EVERYONE HE MET. WHO COULD EVER FORGET THAT READY SMILE WITH
THE POWER TO LIFT THE HEAVIEST LOAD?
MARC WILL BE MISSED.

Lenny Schottenstein - October 09, 2009 at 07:38 PM

“

I had the honor of meeting Mark through his son Brent when we both worked for
Value City Stores. It was through Brent that I found out how much Mark and I had in
commond, I graduated from Eastmoor in 1967 and like Mark I too drove a 1960 Ford
my senior year. As a Columbus Police Reserve Police Officer I had the pleasure of
working with Mark and his fasmily for several telthons through the years. He will trully
be missed.
Bruce

Bruce W. Hamler - October 09, 2009 at 05:39 PM

“

I've known Marc since high school at Eastmoor. I have always admired his courage
and devotion to a cause. We are having our 45th class reunion next summer and we
will miss him terribly. My deepest sympathies to your family. God bless you all.
Lynda Simmons Schaffer
EHS '65

Lynda Simmons Schaffer - October 09, 2009 at 10:06 AM

“

I was so sorry to hear about Marc's passing. He was a coragious man, he is an
inspiration to all of us. I am a better person for knowing him. I met Marc when I
worked at Reliant Care. He always made me smile.
My prayers go out to his wife and family.
--Angelia Hull

Angelia Hull - October 09, 2009 at 09:18 AM

“

Marc was a source of inspiration for people battling illnesses. In 1996, the Dispatch
did an article featuring my former wife's fundraising for MS research. He was the first
person who called her about the article and remained in contact with her until she
passed several years ago. He was a true mensch! May his life's work and memories
be a source of comfort to you.

Bob Kauffman - October 09, 2009 at 08:42 AM

“

To Eileen, Brent & Kevin:
Our sympathies go out to all of you on the passing of your husband and father. Our
thoughts and prayers are with you.
Carol Shkolnik & Andy Meyers

Carol Shkolnik - October 08, 2009 at 08:34 PM

“

We knew Marc for over 30 years. We were good friends of Marc and Eileen, and
knew Brent and Kevin. Marc was a mentsch, and was a very good natured individual.
As I'm writing this note, I'm located in a room which Marc paneled in 1983. We
attended Brent's Bar-Mitzvah in 1983, and Kevin's in 1986. In turn, the Levison family
attended our son Avi's Bar-Mitzvah in 1987. In 1990, Marc met us downtown near
the Statehouse, where we attended a rally for Jerusalem. We remember that he
attended Franklin University, in pursuit of a degree. We will never forget him. Our
sincerest and deepest condolences to Eileen, Brent, Kevin, and their entire
meshpucha.

Nat and Myra Goldman - October 08, 2009 at 04:51 PM

“

The Levison Family,
My thoughts and prayers are with you all. I have wonderful memories of Marc. He
was such an inspiration to all he came upon. He will be missed by many, but never
forgotten, for all the good deeds he did and that great smile he had.
Love, Sue

Susan L Rosen - October 08, 2009 at 02:57 PM

