Leon "Lable" Handler
August 8, 1922 - June 29, 2020

Leon “Lable” Handler, age 97, passed away on June 29, 2020. If you are reading this and
you knew Lable, you know that he knew everyone and everyone knew him. Whenever he
went out, he would make a new friend. Often when we went out to dinner, he would end
up at someone else’s table, schmoozing the night away. Lable hit the jackpot with his first
wife, Natalie, who preceded him in death in 1990. She took great care of him and their 3
sons. She inspired him to travel to places around the world that he never would have
thought of, and he loved every minute. We can never forget the “boys” trips he took with
us to Niagara Falls, Madison, Boston, Bar Harbor, Montreal and Quebec City, even when
he was in his 90’s. Or his younger days when he came home from a trip to Florida to tell
us they filmed Goldfinger at his hotel, and we should look for him in the pool scene. Leon
was an all-star third baseman in high school and an excellent basketball player too. He
would take us to watch him play in the Sunday morning league at Wolfe Park and to AK
Softball at the JCC. He never obtained the same quality in his golf game, but he continued
to play into his 90’s because he liked to hang with the guys. During his 35 years living in
Boca Raton, he became a volunteer at the Boca Raton Hospital. He once helped take
care of Jerry Seinfeld’s mother. Leon was an astute businessman and was founding
partner of Handler and Sons Compressed Steel Corporation. He was a lifetime supporter
of Congregation Tifereth Israel, Jewish Columbus, JCC, Torah Academy and Israel Bonds.
He had great respect for Rabbi Nathan Zelizer, Rabbi Harold Berman and Rabbi David
Steinhardt (Boca Raton). We would like to thank all of the wonderful people at Bickford of
Bexley and the nurses from Heartland Hospice for their great care over the past 2 years:
Frances, Cierra, Hannah, Marie, Elena, Ivie, Marieme, SaraJane, Lisa, Natalie, Amie,
Shaneada and Naomi. Preceded in death by his wife, Natalie Handler; parents, Simon and
Rosa Handler; sisters, Dorothy Zelizer and Florence Zelizer. He is survived by his sons,
Geoffrey (Judy) Handler, Stephen (Carol) Handler and Rabbi Howard (Germán Calle)
Handler; brother, Martin (Madelene) Handler; grandchildren, Andrew (Kimberly) Handler,
William (Nicole) Handler, Allison (Matthew) Speiser, Jeremy (Marion) Handler, Julie
(Daniel) Winick and Malachi (Sara) Handler; and 12 great grandchildren; several nieces,
nephews, cousins and friends. Private graveside services will be held on Thursday at New
Tifereth Israel Cemetery. In lieu of flowers, to honor Leon’s memory, make a new friend

next time you are out on the town, or make a donation to your favorite charity.

Cemetery
New Tifereth Israel Cemetery
2565 Performance Pkwy
Columbus, OH, OH, 43207

Comments

“

Dear Steve and family
Our sincere condolences to you on the loss of your dad.

Mark and Judy Cohen
Mark Cohen - July 04 at 12:38 PM

“

Dear Steve, Carol & entire family,
We send heartfelt condolences on the loss of your very special Dad. May his
memory be a blessing to hold dear for everyone.
Greta & Danny Zidel

Greta & Dan Zidel - July 03 at 10:18 AM

“

Condolences to the entire family.
Nancy and Barry Eisenman

Nancy Eisenman - June 30 at 06:17 PM

“

I used to love hearing label tell stories - he told them with such enthusiasm and
excitement you couldn’t help but smile ear to ear the whole time. One of my favorites
was when he fell asleep on the train with Natty. I’m sure you’ve all heard this one
before, but it ends with him leaping out the one train door that didn’t align with a
platform and plummeting onto a dirt mound!
More so, I’ve never had a conversation with Label where didn’t ask me about every
little detail going on my life - and no matter how old he was, he remembered
everything - when I got married, when we moved into a house, when we had our son,
got our dog, our car, etc. He is one of the most personable and warm hearted people
I’ve ever known. I hope to carry that part of him with me and pass it on to my
children. Love you Label.

Allie Speiser - June 30 at 03:41 PM

“

My memories of Uncle Lable are certainly a blessing. Lots of memories from
Eastmoor Blvd, Papa’s house for the holIdays, Boca Raton, and even my wedding in
Cleveland. He always had a smile or a laugh to share and I will try to continue to do
the same in his memory. Condolences to Geoff, Steve, and Howard but a l’chaim to a
life well-lived. Randy Kaplan.

Randy Kaplan - June 29 at 09:42 PM

“

Steve, Carol and Family We have fond memories of Leon and your mother of blessed memory. May the
memories he and all of you shared during his long life continue to bring you smiles
and laughter.

Eydie and Don Garlikov - June 29 at 06:06 PM

“

Steve and Carol,
I'm so sorry to hear about Lable, yet look how long you had him here with you and all
the memories you have to cherish. My father enjoyed your dad and mother so much.
His personality was one that was warm and friendly. How fortunate we were to have
a father that for years to come, people will tell you what a great person he was and
how they miss him.Most people were not as lucky! May he rest in peace and G-d
Bless your family. Love, Barbie Grundstein Schaefer and Lynne Grundstein Groban

BARBARA SCHAEFER - June 29 at 04:47 PM

“

Our sincere condolences on the loss of Leon. xx Joyce & Chuck Shenk

Joyce Shenk - June 29 at 04:41 PM

“

Lable was an "all around" nice guy, who used to play golf with my Dad. We extend
our deepest sympathies to the family. May his memory be for a blessing.
Fondly,
Connie & Gary Robins

Gary Robins - June 29 at 04:29 PM

“

Lable was a cheerful and fun great-uncle who always made my family smile and
laugh. We were fortunate to have him as a nearby neighbor on Eastmoor Blvd. and
in Boca Raton. We will always cherish his memory.

Harlan Kaplan - June 29 at 02:59 PM

