James E. Phillips
August 30, 1949 - August 11, 2010

James Edgar Phillips, age 60, passed away August 11, 2010. An accomplished attorney,
he was born in White Plains, New York, August 30, 1949 to Jack Phillips and the late
Jacquelyn Phillips. He is preceded in death by brothers Kenneth Phillips and Douglas
Phillips. He is survived by his sons, Zachary and Mark Phillips, his daughter-in-law,
Victoria Mango, and his devoted companion, Lynda Schiff. Jim was known as a tenacious
trial attorney, whose uncompromising work ethic and love of the law made an impression
on both legal opponents and numerous young attorneys he mentored. Jim was a partner
at Vorys, Sater, Seymour & Pease in Columbus, where he practiced since 1979, primarily
as a criminal defense attorney and founder and head of the firm’s white collar defense
group. Previously, he tried over 100 jury trials as senior assistant prosecuting attorney for
Franklin County from 1975 to 1979. He graduated cum laude from Boston University with
a Bachelor of Arts in 1971, and graduated cum laude from Case Western Reserve
University School of Law in 1975. Notably, Jim served as general counsel and national
legal advisor to the National Fraternal Order of Police from 1987 through 1996, and was
tapped as special prosecutor for the State of Ohio in the largest securities fraud case in
the state’s history. In addition to numerous professional awards and acknowledgments,
Jim founded the Ohio Center for Law Related Education and its Mock Trial program, was
appointed to the Columbus Bar Association’s Board of Governors, and was an adjunct
professor at The Ohio State University Michael E. Moritz College of Law. A devoted father,
he enjoyed traveling, horseback riding, scuba diving and photography. Funeral service
11AM on Friday, August 13, 2010 at CONGREGATION TORAT EMET, 2375 E. Main St.
with Rabbi Howard Zack officiating. Burial to follow at New Agudas Achim Cemetery. In
lieu of flowers, donations may be made to the Ohio Center for Law Related Education
www.oclre.org or Lung Cancer Research in c/o the American Cancer Society
www.cancer.org.
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Comments

“

As childhood playmates from pre-school on in White Plains, Jim was literally "the boy
across the street." Some of my earliest memories are of playing at Jim (then,"
Jimmy's") house and mine, waiting for buses to school and to day camp, my parents
taking us to Rye Playland, a trip to the New York World's fair, catching fireflies in our
backyards, (...and the dubious distinction of secretly teaching me to light matches.)
As it happened, we both ended up at B.U., but lost touch after college until May of
2009, when something prompted me to look up my old friend online. Since then,
we've shared many emails as we pieced together one another's memories of a
childhood shared, then filled one another in of the past 35+ years, marriages,
divorces, kids and sadly, his illness. Jim's courage and determination were
extraordinary, and his abiding love for, and pride in, his beloved Zack and Mark, and
delight in Zack and Vikki's marriage, were heart-warming. Throughout my life, I had
carried a wonderful memory of an act of great kindness that Jim performed when we
were in junior high school. Two years older than I, he stepped up as my protector
from some "tough kids." It was the kind of act of bravery that a teenage boy probably
forgot before dinner, but as the beneficiary, I never did. Last year, when I reminded
Jim of that incident he replied in an email, "The vignette at Eastview is very important
to me both because I have no recollection of it and because, as you know, things like
that can stay with you for a lifetime. Even though I don't remember it, you do and that
is what is important for you (and now, for me.) For that I am very grateful." I will never
know why one day in 2009, something made me look up my dear old friend, thereby
learning of his illness. Having recently sent an email to Jim with upcoming birthday
wished but uncharacteristically, not hearing back for the first time, something
prompted me to do the web search I dreaded this evening, wherein I learned that
Jim's battle had come to a close four days before that email. Whatever it was that led
me back to my childhood playmate and allowed us to share many, many long-ago
memories over the past year before he finally had to leave, I am forever grateful to
have been his friend, and will cherish those memories always. My heartfelt
condolences to Zack, Mark, Vikki, Lynda, and all of Jim's friends and colleagues. He
was a rare bird.

Susie Mantell (Childhood friend) - August 25, 2010 at 12:35 AM

“

I had the pleasure of meeting Jim Through Lynda Schiff. Thank you Lynda for
allowing me this honor. I have fond memories of Jim and will truely miss him! My
Condolences to his sons Marc and Zach, and to Lynda Schiff, his loving partner, who
stood by him. May you have strength during this difficult time.

Esther Weisman - August 15, 2010 at 12:14 PM

“

My condolences to Zach and Mark. Your father was one of the most truely intelligent
people I've had the opportunity to meet. To have had Jim Phillips and Lou Farber in
your lives is a very rare privilege.

Patrick Grabill - August 13, 2010 at 01:58 PM

“

I had the privilege of working with Jim for many years at the Vorys firm. Jim was not
only a brilliant lawyer, he was a caring friend. He will be missed greatly.

David Gurwin - August 13, 2010 at 10:31 AM

“

My favorite fond memories of Jim involve the Ohio High School Mock Trial Program.
His leadership and inspiration helped teach countless young people about the law,
advocacy and our system of justice. His family and friends can take pride and
perhaps a measure of comfort in that.

Sandra Anderson - August 13, 2010 at 08:19 AM

“

Jim was a very unique person, attorney, and friend, possessing great judgment,
intellect and humor. He will be missed by many in the Ohio legal community. Our
thoughts are with his family at this difficult time.

Jerry Ferguson - August 12, 2010 at 05:24 PM

“

Vorys has lost another one of the "greats" who helped to make the lawfirm into an
honored and respected institution. I was fortunate to have worked with Jim and many
of his partners and associates during my 16 years at Vorys. My sincere condolences
to Jim's family and to the Vorys family. Gloria (Grabo) Somerville, Grand Junction,
CO

Gloria (Grabo) Somerville - August 12, 2010 at 02:13 PM

“

Words can't express the gratitude and appreciation the men and woman in law
enforcement in Central Ohio have for Jim. You did such a good job representing our
organization and you will be sadly missed!
Jim Gilbert
FOP President
Capital City Lodge #9

President Jim Gilbert - August 12, 2010 at 01:56 PM

“

Jim was a valued member of the Vorys firm, and I admired his intellect and savvy
greatly. I will miss him. My sincere condolances to his family and friends. Bob
Sidman

Robert Sidman - August 12, 2010 at 12:21 PM

