Howard Mabel
January 22, 1944 - January 15, 2013

Howard Mabel, age 68, of Manitou Beach, MI, died Tuesday, January 15, 2013 in Toledo
Hospital. Howard was born January 22nd, 1944, in Passaic, New Jersey. He earned a
bachelor's degree from University of Toledo and a masters degree from Bowling Green
State University.
As he was known in the Toledo area, "Mister Mabel" could not go far in town without
running into someone for whom he had helped find work, solve problems or stay in school.
Howard was principal of Parkland High School, and at the time was the youngest person
ever to hold that office in the Toledo public school system.
He was a beloved coach and administrator at Toledo Start High School, where he served
in various capacities, including Dean of Students, assistant principal, and advisor while
creating an environment where teachers could teach and students could learn. He was
inducted in the Start High School Hall of Fame in 2003.
Howard was work experience coordinator at the Educational Service Center of Lake Erie
West, and at Toledo area Partners In Careers. In these capacities he helped thousands of
young people throughout Lucas County to gain summer employment.
Survived by his loving wife of 46 years, Cheryl Mabel, daughters Leslie (Matthew) Marx
and Shelley Mabel, brother Edward (Madeline) Mabel, and grandchildren Libby, Murray,
and Evelyn Marx. Preceded in death by mother Hilda Blank Mabel, father Abraham Morris
Mabel, and daughter Hyla Nadine Mabel. Howard graduated from Hasbrouck Heights
High School in Hasbrouck Heights, N.J.
Graveside service will be held at 10:30 a.m. on Friday, January 18th at NEW TIFERETH
ISRAEL CEMETERY, 2565 Performance Parkway with Rabbi Michael Ungar officiating.
Shiva observed following the service on Friday, Saturday from 6-9pm and Sunday evening
services at 5:30pm at the home of Leslie and Matthew Marx. Contributions can be made
to the Toledo Start High School Hall of Fame Scholarship Fund, Congregation Tifereth
Israel in Columbus, or Etz Chayim Synagogue in Toledo.
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Comments

“

TheAmazeMan!!Maybe the idea was the brick battle or soheimtng!!Or maybe a
funlife disaster game!! Just build it!!Donation: 100 ROBUXThank you and have fun,
Amaze God.

Dakar - February 23, 2013 at 04:57 AM

“

Our condolences on Howard's passing.
Marc, Rose, and Anna.

Marc Schafer - February 03, 2013 at 10:56 AM

“

So very sorry for the loss of someone who really cared for so many of us at Devilbiss
and Start. Always had fun taking his car to go babysit at his house. If not for him I
would never have been able to get through fashion merchandizing and finish school.
Thank you for your never ending support and advice at a really tough time in my life.

Tracy Holzer Werthman DHS 1977 - January 23, 2013 at 09:07 PM

“

I am so sorry to hear about the lost of such a wondrful man. There wasn't a day that
didn't go by that I didn't stop into Mr. Mabel's office if only to say good morning. Even
though I have been out of high school for 31 years I would think and speak of him
often. He made an impression on all the students at SHS. He will be sadly missed.

Monica Walker-Armstrong Gratuate of 82 - January 21, 2013 at 04:31 PM

“

I am so sorry for your loss. I remember Howard as being the best son-in-law to your
mother. It was always a pleasure to run into him at Pelham Manor when he would
come and visit Jeannette. My thoughts are with you and your family.

Joyce Reichlin Moran - January 21, 2013 at 09:25 AM

“

Dear Cheryl and Leslie and Shelley and the the rest of your family Cheryl I'm so
sorry and my prayers are with your entire family Howard was so sweet everytime I
would come over he was such a joy to be around and always had a kind word to say
about everyone. Howard will be missed by me and everyone eles that knew him he
blessed so many lives.
Another Angel is watching over us.
Love
Penny

Penny DeClaire - January 21, 2013 at 07:18 AM

“

Facebook has been lighting up with people reminiscing about Mr. Mabel. The stories
make me laugh because he was such a genuine, kind person. He had a way of
connecting with kids and doing the unusual that really reached them. (he let us
sneak out to McDonald's as long as we brought something back to him) Babysitting
for the girls was an honor and I hope they are well. I'm very, very sorry for your loss.

Amy Fockler Hurley - January 20, 2013 at 10:30 AM

“

Our thoughts and prayers are with you.
Love
Lorraine and Irwin

Lorraine and Irwin - January 19, 2013 at 01:33 PM

“

Cheryl, I am so sorry to hear of Howard's passing. My condolences to you and the
girls and their families. Howard was such a delightful man and I always admired his
devotion to you and his family! He will be missed by anyone who knew him.My
prayers are with you and I wish that his memory brings you many warm memories.
Peggy Zientara

Peggy Zientara - January 19, 2013 at 11:24 AM

“

Mrs. Mabel, my heart goes out to you and your family at this difficult time.
I am extremely saddened to hear about the passing of Mr. Mabel. He was a great
man!! As I read through the comments from Start High graduates on this web site, I
am not surprised to see the vast number of young lives he touched. Mr. Mabel
helped a lot of us to become better people and live up to a better vision of ourselves.
He always had an upbeat but realistic view on everything. He shared his time and
talents with a true love, respect and humor. Thank you Mr. Mabel, for all that you
have done in touching so many of us.
Rick Keesee SHS '82

Rick Keesee - January 18, 2013 at 12:19 PM

“

I enjoyed working with Howard - he truly cared about the young persons. I wish
Howard's family strenght and Hamakom yenachem etchem b'toch she'ar avelai
Tziyon Vi'yerushalayim.

Joyce Clemens - January 18, 2013 at 09:45 AM

“

My condolence go out to the family . His teachings and love for people especially
youthare carried out everyday thru me and I know many others he had an forward
impact on. He'll be missed and remembered. Jesse Matthews. 83' SHS graduate. Go
Mabel!

Jesse Skip matthews III - January 18, 2013 at 09:25 AM

“

I'm so sorry for your loss. I remember Mr.Mabel very well from the weight room,
hallways and talks in his office. It always made me feel good just to be around him.
He was a great man. Roy C. Start c/o 92

David W. Merritt - January 18, 2013 at 06:23 AM

“

Howard Mabel....what a great, great man who took the time and taught me many
valuable life lessons! Sept. 1979, I walked into Start for the first day of my Senior
year and was conversing with classmates, when Mr. Mabel walked up, put his arm
around me and gave me a great big hug! "Hey Matthews, you got a cigarette?" he
asked as we were departing for our first class. I seized the opportunity to get on the
good side of the Dean of Men. "Here you go Mr. M," I said, while giving him a nearly
full pack of Salem’s. "Don't forget where you got em'!" A week or so later I was in the
restroom on the second floor sneaking a smoke when he walked around the corner
and caught me red handed. He picked up the cig I had dropped in an effort to hide it
and handed it back to me, while pulling his own from his pocket. "You here every day
at this time?" he asked. From there out he'd meet me a few days a week. We'd have
a talk and a smoke. "Just remember, if anyone else walks in, I'm not going to be able
to do anything for you!" Sure enough a few weeks passed and into the bathroom
walked Rochester Gates, the asst. principal of the school. While serving the 3 day, in
school suspension for that incident, Howard walked over and gave me a pat on the
back. “I told ya!” he smiled. Just a great, great teacher, friend, mentor and role model
he was for me and many others. Tough, but oh so fair!
Following HS I hung out at the local neighborhood bar OB’s and had more than a few
cold ones with Howard and many of the other teachers during that period. I’m certain
Howard was a great father and husband, as well! My heart goes out to you all and I
want you to know that Howard has always had a place in my heart and I will never
forget him!
May he RIP and may you treasure your memories with him forever!
Jim Matthews Toledo, OH

Jim Matthews Start H.S. 1979 - January 17, 2013 at 06:58 PM

“

Howard....what a great man! Taught me many lessons. Sept. 1979 I walked into Start
for the first day of my Senior year snd was conversing with classmates when Howard
walked up, put his arm around me and gave me a great big hug! "Hey Matthews, you
got a cigarette?" he asked. I seized the opportunity to get on the good side. "Here
you go Mr. M," I said, while giving him a nearly full pack of Salems. "Don't forget
where you got em'!" A week or so later I was in the restroom on the second floor
sneaking a smoke when he walked around the corner an caught me red handed. He
picked up the cig I had dropped in an effort to hide it and handed it back to me while
pulling his own from his pocket. "You here everyday at this time?" he asked. From
there out he'd meet me and we'd have a talk. "Just remember, I anyone else walks
in, I'm not going to be able to do anything for you!" Just a great, great teacher, friend,
mentor and I'm sure father and husband, as well! My heart goes out to you all and
Howard, has always had a place in my heart! May he RIP and may you treasure your
memories! Jim Matthews Toledo, OH

Jim Matthews Start H.S. 1979 - January 17, 2013 at 06:32 PM

“

Howard I will always remember sharing an office with you and what a wonderful
influence you were on my first few year teaching here in Toledo. Even as a colleague
you were a wonderful mentor. I learned so much from you. You were a wonderful
friend and you will be greatly missed by us all.

Jona and Eric Polesovsky - January 17, 2013 at 04:39 PM

“

Mr Mabel was truly respected at Start High School by myself and many
others....Which wasn't an easy task for someone in authority.. but he always talked to
you and not at you. My condolences to his family.
Kay Rosar Bius
Class of 79

Kay Rosar Bius - January 17, 2013 at 03:35 PM

“

I was so sorry to hear of Mr. Mabel's passing. He was a true gentleman and a great
coach. I spent many hours with him on the football field and have wonderful
memories of him. Sir, thank you for all your time and patience with me. You made the
game fun. (Flea-flicker left. Flea-flicker right. Fake punt). Start -90

Steve Karam - January 17, 2013 at 02:57 PM

“

Ah, Mr. Mabel...Just the thought of you brings a smile to my face and 100's of
memories of my high school years to mind. You saved me, on many occasions, from
failing...in life and in school. You were my confidant, my mentor, my friend. Literally in
a conversation last week with girls from the 1988 class…we were going to invite you
to dinner & catch you up to speed on our lives. Your passing saddens my heart…not
only for my loss of a profound influential person in my life, but for the many other
lives you could and would have touched. BUT…knowing you, you are relishing this
new chapter in your life and catching up with your parents and daughter. Whoop it
up, Mr. Mabel, like I know you can!! Take care and enjoy!

Tobi Baker - January 17, 2013 at 12:54 PM

“

I was very sorry to hear of my old Start High teacher passing on. My thoughts and
prayers are with the family at this time.

Heather (Moore) Jarvis - January 17, 2013 at 11:17 AM

“

Just wanted to say thank you Mr. Mabel for all that you did for me in the hallways of
SHS and on the football field. The lessons you taught me allowed me to get where I
am in my life. I will miss you and cherish the memories. God bless you!

Michael Whatmore - January 17, 2013 at 10:17 AM

“

So sorry to hear of Mr. Mabel's passing. He was a wonderful person and had a heart
of gold. His sense of humor was unlimited (it had to be working with all of us
teenagers at Start HS). He will be missed.

Jana Schoenhofer Oyerbides - January 17, 2013 at 06:50 AM

“

I am really sorry to hear that. He was a good man one of a kind. He will be
missed.He was well liked at Start.class of 88. Again sorry

Eric Pieper - January 17, 2013 at 05:24 AM

“

I am sorry to hear of Mr Mabel's passing. Without him, I would not have made it
through Start HS. He and my mother never gave up on me. He was a wonderful
man. Class of 87

Michelle Glanville (Smith) - January 16, 2013 at 07:55 PM

