Harry "Hot Dog Harry" Hirschinger
May 3, 1935 - May 19, 2012

Harry Hirschinger, 77, passed away on May 19, 2012.
He was born in Amsterdam after his parents escaped Nazi Germany during the Holocaust,
May 3, 1935 and then moved to the New York, NY in 1940. Harry married Paulanne
Azorin in 1966 moved to Columbus and had 3 beautiful children, David, Pamela and
Steven. After their divorce, Harry married Kathyrn Smith Holsinger in 1996. His loving,
dedicated wife cared for him faithfully and graciously before he returned to God.
Harry was a veteran who served his country and was well known around the world as
HOT DOG HARRY. Harry started a non-profit organization Operation America Loves You
and served hot dogs to American troops in foreign countries. He took donated food and
drinks to the troops with letters and prayers from all the soldiers families during the
holidays where soldiers were encouraged and reassured by the people who loved and
supported them. The soldiers who were standing on the frontlines protecting the United
States and saving lives were deeply touched by Harry's dedication and love to serve them.
Harry was a fantastic dad who dedicated his life to raising his children. He was a
hardworking man who never had financial excess in life but instead offered his children
the most valuable things that money can't buy. He taught them to love Israel and their
heritage.
He was preceded in death by his brother, Kurt Hirschinger and step daughter, Kanda
Slone. He is survived by his precious wife, Kathyrn; children, David, Pamela (Joel) and
Steven; step son, Jamie Holsinger; brother, Walter (Evy) Hirschinger and his step
grandchildren, John Michael Slone and Ella Holsinger.

Funeral service 12pm on Monday, May 21st at EPSTEIN MEMORIAL CHAPEL, 3232 E.
Main St. with Rabbi Areyah Kaltmann officiating. Interment, New Agudas Achim Cemetery.
Shiva will be observed at the home of Mike and Paulanne Rosen immediately following
the service. In lieu of flowers, donations are preferred to Vitas Innovative Hospice Care.
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Comments

“

I remember "Hot Dog" Harry. He used to set up his stand at our store (Conrads
College Gifts) years ago and sell his hot dogs during the Ohio State Home Football
games. He used to tell us stories and give us free hot dogs. He was a really nice guy
and will be missed. God Bless him!

Rob Cohen - June 01, 2012 at 03:48 PM

“

We were honored to share a few times with Harry. We talked about a mutual friend Iv
Miller, who was murdered in 2000. Harry was an extroidonary man who had a
beautiful neshuma (soul). The world and especially our service men and womem)
have lost a dear friend.

Pj & Stan Maybruck - May 23, 2012 at 04:35 PM

“

Dear Harry's Family,
It was a privilege and an inspiration to have met and conversed with Harry. He was a
thoughtful, warm, good-hearted Mensch.
God bless and comfort you,
Love,
Kathy Honigsberg Bonner

Kathleen D.H.Bonner - May 21, 2012 at 10:23 PM

“

Mr. Hirschinger and relatives:
The story of your life featured in the Dispatch brought tears to my eyes. How you and
your family overcame the tragic circumstances surrounding your early years, how
you served in the military during the 50's and how you stayed committed to our
troops was truly inspiring. I am sure that a great many people will dearly miss you
and you have my admiration and gratitude. Great men and women touch the lives of
so many people during their lives and are mourned by many at their passing. Thank
you, thank you, thank you.

Ed Duffield - May 21, 2012 at 09:28 PM

“

Kathy, I am so sorry for your loss. I worked with Harry at Value City Furniture. I
remember watching the two of you dance at one of the Holiday parties and admiring
what a terrific couple you made. I hope those good memories help you thru the
coming struggle.

Tamera Cramer - May 21, 2012 at 01:12 PM

“

Dear Kathy
I was so sorry to hear of the passing of Harry. Please know my thoughts are with you
at this difficult time.
Kathy, to refresh you memory, I dated Irv Miller and our paths crossed several times
many moons ago. Irv and I always enjoyed our visits with you and Harry. Harry
thought so much of Irv and Irv felt the same way about Harry.
Fondly
Sandy Zimmerman Rose

Sandy Zimmerman Rose - May 21, 2012 at 11:49 AM

“

So sorry to hear about Hot-Dog's passing. We truly have an angel to watch over us.
I'm not surprised Hot-Dog left us on Armed Forces Day though. He was such a
special person and will be greatly missed by many. Thoughts and prayers to the
family at this difficult time.

Melissa Cohan - May 21, 2012 at 10:38 AM

“

It was my pleasure to have known Harry through my job as a food safety inspector
for the City of Columbus. It was a joy to watch him make things happen, and he
made my job easy. I seem to remember he took great pleasure in helping his
vendors, many of whom needed a boost; and he was proud of them.

Jim Hartman - May 21, 2012 at 09:12 AM

“

Dear Hirschinger Family,
I am so sorry for your loss. I worked for Harry a long time ago as a hot dog vendor.
Harry and an interesting sense of humor.
The work was hard, but Harry made it fun.
He will be remembered.

Regina H - May 21, 2012 at 07:08 AM

“

Harry brought so much happiness and cheer all over the world. Now what a joy of
those memories for your family. I always felt very priveleged to be a member of his
board when he first started his program, and oh how hard he worked to have it
accepted. My heart and prayers go out to you,his beloved family and thanks for
sharing him with so many. God Bless!

Lynn Kartavich - May 21, 2012 at 04:51 AM

“

My condolences to your family. May you find comfort in your memories of how he
touched the lives so many others.

Jeni Harris Hirschorn - May 21, 2012 at 01:45 AM

“

Sharon and my thoughts and prayers are with you. We pray that you are given
strength during this difficult time.

Brian Grim - May 21, 2012 at 12:41 AM

“

My prayers go out to the family

Dennis Smith - May 20, 2012 at 09:28 AM

“

Thoughts of you with our condolences.
Marsha and David Weinbaum

Marsha Weinbaum - May 20, 2012 at 06:09 AM

