Dr. Ellen S. Kaitz
February 21, 1960 - February 11, 2015

Kaitz Dr. Ellen S. Kaitz, age 54, passed away on February 11, 2015. Preceded in death by
her mother Natalie. She is survived by her father, George Kaitz; brothers, Bob Kaitz and
Mark (Carole) Kaitz; and nephews and nieces, Samuel, Eric, Cameron, Jaime and Jenna.
Ellen loved and was loved by her service dog and constant companion, Rhine. A memorial
service will be held in Columbus, Ohio on Sunday, April 26, 2015 at the Stecker
Auditorium, Nationwide Children's Hospital, located at 555 S. 18th Street, Columbus,
Ohio. The memorial service will commence at 11:30 a.m. led by Rabbi Berman.
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Comments

“

We met Dr. Kaitz during a hospitalization when my daughter was about 8 months old
and she became our regular physiatrist. I respected her so much as an intellectual,
as a treating physician and as a person who transcended her disabilities on a daily
basis. She modeled how to remain a citizen of the world for her many patients and
colleagues. She was a remarkable doctor and a loving and caring person. I cried
often in her office and she always offered support that was both empathetic as well
as practical. Dr. Kaitz's believed in my daughter's intelligence and that was so nice.
She was always willing to challenge me when we disagreed. She was a pistol! The
community of cerebral palsy families has lost a great doctor and person and ally. I
am so very sorry for her family's (& service dog's!) tremendous loss. Know that Dr.
Kaitz was very highly regarded sand cherished by her patients.

amanda runyon lynch - February 22, 2015 at 12:24 PM

“

I've known Ellen for many years through CCI. She and I would sometimes only have
to look at each other and start laughing because we both knew what the other was
thinking. I will miss her and the joy she brought to so many people that she met...

Angela An - February 20, 2015 at 09:34 AM

“

I have worked with Dr. Kaitz for almost 4 years now and have been blessed by her
courage, humor, intellect and interest in my family's well being. I was terribly
saddened to hear the news and will keep her family in my prayers.

phillip lovegrove - February 18, 2015 at 10:15 AM

“

I met Dr. Kaitz when she first came to Children's Hospital. I had many dealings with
her as I ran A/V...what a wonderful and knowledgeable person with a great sense of
humor. Her presentations always enhanced whatever meeting she was attending.
The love she shared with her staff and her patients was inspirational to me...always
smiling, very happy, so caring. I can easily sum up by saying she made an
impression on me that I will carry forever...I am a better person for having known and
worked with her. She will be missed but never forgotten.

Ron DeLucia - February 18, 2015 at 08:53 AM

“

Dr. Kaitz was an angel to me. You are one of my many angels. From the bottom of
my heart thank you for all of your help working with me. I remember the first time we
met at Childrens. I did really well for you when I went for my treatment. I'm going to
have somebody in there the next time I go for the treatment you did, so don't worry
about me because I know you are still with me in spirit. I'll be okay. I love you and
know I will keep going strong for you because I know you would want me to.
Love Lizzie

lizzie - February 16, 2015 at 03:55 PM

“

My life completely changed 15 years ago whenI met Dr. Kaitz, after becoming
paralyzed as a result of other medical complications. Dr. Kaitz showed me that life
didn't have to stop because of a wheelchair but in fact had just begun, and the chair
was nothing more than a vehicle to take me anywhere I wanted to go. She always
encouraged me to do anything and not let my paralysis stop me from being the
person she knew I could be. She introduced me to Canine Companions for
Independence and help me get a service dog of my own. I have her to thank for my
best friend and companion Marcie. She was a mentor and more importantly a friend.
Without her I would not be where I am today. She will always live in my memories
and never be forgotten.

Amanda Fox - February 16, 2015 at 12:51 PM

“

God touches our lives in many ways during a lifetime - and mine was touched from
the first day I met Ellen! Her laughter, spirit, kindness and humor will be forever with
me! She may have passed physically, but her energy and being will forever be with
me. Thanks for making my life better Ellen! And I promise to wear my pink, 'Ellen'
boxers you gave me in your honor :)

Roger Addleman - February 16, 2015 at 09:06 AM

“

Dr. Katiz was truly an inspiration to all - staff, trainees, and friends. We will miss her
showing each of us how to be the best we can be and to make the most of every day.

Karen Heiser - February 16, 2015 at 08:38 AM

“

I know Dr. Kaitz from Childrens Hospital. I always loved seeing her bright beaming
smile and of course Travis. In my mind they will forever be one! RIP Ellen---you will
be missed.

Sharon Rupert - February 15, 2015 at 04:27 PM

“

I met Dr. Kaitz several years ago, when I took my son Vinny to Childrens Hospital.
She treated my son very well, he is a spastic quad. Dr. Kaitz is a wonderful person
and Dr. She will be greatly missed. Many condolences to her family. From, Roberta,
Vincent, Brandon Smith, Joe,SR and Joseph Igel, JR

Roberta Smith - February 15, 2015 at 01:45 PM

“

I wish to extend my condolences to Ellen's father, George and her 2 brothers, Bob
and Mark Kaitz. I met Ellen through Canine Companions for Independence Jan 2012
during Team Training. She was one of the first persons to meet and introduce herself
to me. She immediately told me she felt we were kindred sisters. Indeed we were as
we both have physical challenges. Ellen left a lasting footprint that will imprint on my
heart forever. She was an extraordinary woman. My prayers and thoughts go to her
family.
Holly Schuetz

Holly Schuetz - February 15, 2015 at 11:26 AM

“

Mark, Carole, Jamie & Jenna,
We were sorry to read about the loss of your sister/aunt, she was much too young.
Our thoughts and prayers are with your family.
Jerry & Lisa Rizzo

Lisa Rizzo - February 15, 2015 at 06:23 AM

“

We met Dr Kaitz about 12 years ago when we took our son to see her shortly after
we adopted him. He has spastic quadrapalegic cerebral palsy. We had such high
hopes for the great things our son would do someday and had recently been
devastated by the negative words of another doctor. She helped us understand that
our son would do amazing things regardless if he did them from a wheelchair or not.
She taught us how to be the parents that Gage needed us to be and boy was she
right about him. He is the smartest, funniest and hardest working 14 year old kid. We

went on to adopt two girls that were also patients of Dr Kaitz. We are all just
devastated that she is gone, but the things she taught us will be with us forever. We
are praying for peace for her family and for everyone whose lives she touched like
ours.
Tonya and Darrell McDade and family
Tonya McDade - February 14, 2015 at 08:02 PM

“

I have learned so much from Dr. Kaitz. She had a gentleness about her that was
unparalleled. She will leave a lasting imprint on my heart.

Deb Thomas - February 14, 2015 at 07:54 PM

“

Funny, demanding, dedicated she will be missed

Scott Lissner - February 14, 2015 at 03:44 PM

“

What a loss my granddaughter Britney called me crying when she was told. Dr Kaitz was
such a caring person. Britney and many of her patients will truly miss her
brenda - February 16, 2015 at 05:07 PM

“

We were blessed to have Dr. Kaitz lead our son's healthcare team for many years. She
was our "go to" person. She was our rock. When others had no answers, she always
pointed us in the right direction. She always made sure we had every tool we needed to
provide exceptional care for our son. She even threw a little baseball talk into Botox
Injections. She loved her Red Sox and we loved the Braves. She was caring, fun and loved
life despite obstacles. She will be missed by many.
Shayne Ann Barnes Mother of Tyler Frey - February 21, 2015 at 08:55 AM

“

We will all miss Ellen here in the Springcreek Condos. She was such a lovely person.
Always loved it when she and Travis rode through the complex, smiling and waving and
talking with everyone. We met her in the builders office several years ago as our condos
were being built. Would like to extend our condolences to her family.
Jon and Judi Boyd
Jon and Judi Boyd - February 21, 2015 at 08:54 PM

“

Dear Mr. Kaitz, Mark and Bob, We were so saddened to read of Ellen's passing. We all
remember her cheery disposition and big smile from the Banbury Av days. From all these
glowing tributes, you must all be so proud of her many good deeds and accomplishments

in her community. Please accept our sympathy and prayers,
Carol, Jerry, Eric, Monique (Doyle) and Justine (Whooley) Kaufman
Carol Kaufman - February 22, 2015 at 08:51 AM

“

I met Ellen in Kroger where I discovered that she was deaf. I sign a little, which was
enough to become acquainted with her. My fondest memory was the time I was standing in
Kroger when she came up behind me with her wheel chair and gently bumped me, letting
me know she was there. I loved her smile when I jumped and turned around to see what
happened. A great person to know. I will miss seeing her in Kroger. Dick Henley Baltimore, Ohio
Dick Henley - March 29, 2015 at 03:11 PM

“

My memories of Ellen go way back to working together at Paramedical Ambulance in
Waltham, Massachusetts. Even then, I knew that she would overcome any obstacle to
fulfilling her dream of becoming a physician and an extraordinary one at that. Great with the
patients and no one could punch the buttons on the telephone faster.
Mike Dressler - March 31, 2015 at 06:29 AM

“

We met Ellen,George & Riley on a Cruise to Hawaii... We all had so much fun! Ellen was
such a inspiration to life! We learned that never let your disabilities stop you! Ellen had two
interpreters on the ship and she keep as all on our toes going & doing everything. Keep
doing what you loved most Ellen!
We all will miss you & never forget what a Gift You were in our life. Hugs to You!
Marlene - February 22, 2016 at 12:24 PM

