Donna J. Wasserstrom
December 10, 1944 - February 10, 2019

Donna J. Wasserstrom,nee Friedman, age 74, passed away on February 10, 2019 in
Scottsdale, AZ. Preceded in death by her parents, Richard and Charlotte Friedman and
brother, Jim Friedman. She is survived by her husband, Rodney Wasserstrom; son, Brad
(Julie) Wasserstrom; daughter, Kelli (Jeff) Gellis; grandchildren, Chelsea and Emily
Wasserstrom, Sophie and Mia Gellis; very special aunt, Eunice Schiffman; many special
nieces, nephews, cousins, in-laws, friends, and her dog Belle.
Donna was born in Cleveland, Ohio and graduated from Shaker Heights High School in
1962. She graduated from The Ohio State University in 1966 with a Bachelor of Science
degree in Social Work. She was recruited by the F & R Lazarus Co. to merchandise the
window displays of their downtown flagship store. In 1968, Donna met Rodney and they
celebrated their engagement that autumn at the Ohio State-Purdue game, marrying in
January 1969. Donna worked for the National Kidney Foundation as Director of
Development in the Columbus office for years before leaving to co-create Plant
Parenthood, a business for home plant parties. Creating art was Donna's true passion.
With her business acumen and artistic talent she went on to create Shibui, one-of-a-kind,
beaded pieces of wearable art. Donna created these purses and jackets by hand applying
12 to 18,000 glass beads on leather with one very unique antique "embellishment"
selected especially for each piece. While her pieces were worn by many friends and
family, they were also purchased through a handful of galleries and boutiques nationwide.
Donna had a love and appreciation for antiques and collectibles and found a particular
passion for Bakelite jewelry and accessories. She built her collection traveling the world,
and became well known through her extensive network of antique dealers and through the
book she co-authored on the subject. In 1998 Donna began collecting American made
antique quilts. Several years and 500 quilts later, Donna needed a new home for her
collection and chose to donate most of them to the Columbus Museum of Art. Throughout
Donna's lifetime, she had many varied collections ranging from folk art, midcentury
glassware, textiles, and southwestern art. Donna made many lifelong friends through her
years of collecting, and enjoyed spending her time collecting with her dear husband
Rodney. They just celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary.
Funeral services will be held at 10:00 am on Thursday, February 14 at Epstein Memorial

Chapel, 3232 E. Main St. Interment will follow at Old Tifereth Israel Cemetery. Shiva will
be observed at the Wasserstrom home on Thursday from 5 to 8:30 pm, with services at 7.
Friday from 2 to 5 pm and Sunday from 3 to 7 pm with services at 5:30. In lieu of flowers,
donations are preferred to the Columbus chapter of the Crohns and Colitis Foundation or
Children's and Family Programming at The Columbus Museum of Art.

Cemetery

Events

Old Tifereth Israel Cemetery

FEB Funeral Service

Corner of Frebis Ave. & Alum Creek 14
Dr.
Columbus, OH,

10:00AM

Epstein Memorial Chapel
3232 East Main Street, Columbus, OH, US,
43213

Comments

“

A webcast video has been added.

Epstein Memorial Chapel - February 14 at 09:54 AM

“

Rodney and Brad, my deceased wife Eunie loved Donna, she always liked to kid her about
every time she traveled through O'Hara she had a favorite shop to purchase chocolate
candy.
I remember the time we were in Hawaii and Donna won a kite flying contest, she was really
excited. We enjoyed everything about her and Rodney, what a real American couple.
Wasserstrom's has made my life very comfortable.
Sorry for your loss a surviving friend Bob Chutes
Bob Chutes - February 15 at 04:03 PM

“

“

Thank You for passing these comments, Bob Chutes
Bob Chutes - February 15 at 04:10 PM

Very sorry for your sudden loss. We best remember Donna for her smile, and what
can only be described as a twinkle in her voice.
Cousin Gary & Diane Wyner
Bloomfield Hills, Michigan

Gary & Diane Wyner - February 18 at 04:10 PM

“

So sorry for your loss. I know she will be greatly missed.
Lesha Boardman

Lesha Boardman - February 17 at 06:54 PM

“

We are so very sorry. Please accept our deepest sympathies in your loss. When
those we love pass away, they live on in our thoughts and memories. eventually all
the wonderful memories you have of Donna will replace the awful memories of
sickness. Cherish these moments and the wonderful memories you have of her.

Marlene and Lester Slobin
MARLENE SLOBIN - February 15 at 06:28 PM

“

Brad and Wasserstrom Families
During this difficult time please know that you’re not alone. Our deepest sympathies.
Tom and Jacquie McCormick & Family

Jacquie McCormick - February 14 at 03:05 PM

“

My name isArlene Stine and I met your wife/ mother through Brandeis. I live in
Columbus during the summer and was looking forward to playing Mahj with her this
summer. Donna was a classy women who was genuinely warm and giving. She will
be missed and I am so sorry I didn’t get a chance to get to know her better. So sorry
for your loss. I feel like it’s my loss also. I lost out on getting to know a good and kind
lady!

Arlene Stine - February 13 at 10:54 PM

“

Please accept our sincerest condolences on the passing of your beloved, Donna. I
found her to be interesting, engaging and generous. The donation of her quilt
collection to the Columbus Museum of Art added another depth to the works CMA
can forever share with our community. She will be missed by so many.
Joy and Michael Gonsiorowski

Joy Gonsiorowski - February 13 at 08:41 AM

“

I knew Donna when we were "bus guards" on Saturday mornings,escorting kids to
Saturday school at Silver's temple. I enjoyed her warm company and her willingness
to be so very helpful with a bus full of kids. We volunteered at The Temple for a few
years and I knew that she did not really need to do that kind of work...she just was
the kindest person I have ever met at temple. I was in classes with her brother Jim
and graduated with him in 1965. I will always have fond memories of my Saturday
morning friend,Donna, when we were just a mere 13 years old, escorting kids to
temple. The last time I saw her was at Whole Foods, taking care of herself, staying
on a rigid diet, and, although I think she was not feeling all that well, gave me a warm
"Hello Nancy, how are you????"...always friendly. Shebrouht to light that volunteering
means so much to others. How selfless she was to give up every Saturday morning
to the little kids.

The srangest thing happened today. I had not been in Wasserstrom's in years.
Today, I happend to pop in and said "How is Donna" and was given the sad news.
The only good thing I am taking away from that experience is that I have shared this
with other artistsl
. Nancy Wolen, Columbus, OH (originally from Shaker Heights).

Nancy Jean Wolen - February 13 at 03:00 AM

“

Rodney, Brad and family;
I'm so saddened about the loss of Donna. My deepest sympathy at this most painful
and difficult time. I wish I could be at the service or shiva to properly honor such a
beautiful soul however I am out of town. May the passing of time and fond, precious
memories help heal your broker hearts.
Beth Dorsey

Beth Dorsey - February 13 at 12:00 AM

“

We are so sorry to hear this news. What a wonderful lady with a wonderful family.
Sending hugs to all of you.
Michele and Michael Ungar

Michael Ungar - February 12 at 08:59 PM

“

Rodney and Family We were so sorry to hear about Donna . She really had a very
interesting life and a very talented lady she was. I am sorry we can't be in Columbus
for the funeral but our thoughts and prayers and hugs for all of you . Rodney we
hope to see you in Phoenix and stay well All our Love Idell and Arnie

Idell Nedelman - February 12 at 06:54 PM

“

Rodney,
Please accept my condolances. I'm so sorry about Donna.
Probably a year ago, I ran into her at Party City. We looked at each other and she
remembered me from so long ago. It was my mother, Yetta , who fixed you up with
Donna! I remember, back in 1968 Mom and I were in Lazarus and we met her. I
remember her vividly...adorable with a sparky personality, tiny, trendy dressed with a
short layered hairdo. My mother thought so much of her, she told her that she had
someone for her to meet! We'll it didn't take long at all- I think you dated a few
months and then got married. She was the one to remind me when we saw each
other that day at Party City! That's amazing! So many years of a wonderful marriage!
G-d Bless You and your family!
Love,
Barbie Grundstein Schaefer and Lynne Grundstein Groban

BARBARA SCHAEFER - February 12 at 05:33 PM

“

Rodney, Brad, Kelli and extended family;
We are deeply saddened by the sudden loss of Donna.
Zecher Tzadik Lirracha - May the memory of the Righteous always be a blessing
Bruce and Frayda Topolosky

Bruce Topolosky - February 12 at 03:04 PM

“

Rodney, Brad and Family;
My heartfelt condolences on your loss. Mike Semon

Michael Semon - February 12 at 12:44 PM

“

Rodney, Brad, Kelli and extended family; We were shocked and saddened to learn of
Donna's passing. Her incredible contributions to family, friends and the arts
community will always be cherished by all who knew and loved her.....fighting her
health issues bravely, very little stood in her way. Donna will forever be in my heart,
as I own one of her magnificent beaded bags.....amazing talent!
May you all be blessed and may Donna rest in
peace. Norma & Murray Katcher

Norma & Murray Katcher - February 12 at 12:42 PM

“

Dear Rodney and family,
I was so sorry to hear about Donna's passing. I can hear her vivid and joyful voice
advising us at our wedding to "laugh,laugh,laugh". Sending sincere condolences for
the entire family for your loss of such a warm and special soul. Debbie Stone

Debbie - February 12 at 12:29 PM

“

Rodney and family, I am saddened by your loss. I remember Donna's culinary skills.
Particularly a chocolate gateau. Sincerely, Janet Worthington

Janet Worthington-Cook - February 12 at 10:35 AM

“

Donna was a very special lady. She will be remembered by many and missed so
much by her family. So sorry for your loss.
Brenda Wagner

brenda wagner - February 12 at 08:07 AM

“

Rodney and Family How vivid the memories of our moving to Columbus and meeting Donna through
ORT.

The experiences we shared together as couples remain vivid though time has
marched on and our paths have not crossed as frequently in recent years. Know that
our thoughts are with you at this most difficult time. May the beautiful handiwork and
collections Donna created bring you comfort and solace and may Donna's memory
be for a blessing.

Eydie, Don and Jennifer Garlikov - February 11 at 11:11 PM

“

Uncle Rodney, Brad, Kelli, Julie, and Jeff- I am so saddened about the loss of
Donna. I am sending all my love and hate being so far away in times like these. I
know her memory will be a blessing. I have been thinking all night about art, jewelry,
and Bakelite- all things I learned from Donna. Hugs. Prayers. Sarah Nolan

Sarah Nolan - February 11 at 10:32 PM

“

Rodney, Brad , Kellie and family , I am so sorry to hear such shocking news.
sending you all my deepest sympathy during this most difficult time
Jodi Kraut

Jodi Kraut - February 11 at 04:19 PM

“

May her memory always be a blessing.
The Zacks Family

Benjamin Zacks - February 11 at 03:55 PM

