David Miller
January 8, 1946 - April 14, 2018

Dr. David Neal Miller, age 72, born January 8, 1946 in Brooklyn, NY, died April 14, 2018.
Preceded in death by his wife, Marcy Miller; parents, Samuel and Helen Miller. He is
survived by his wife, Renee Primack; son, Jacob Miller; daughter, Rachel Miller; step
daughter, Kayla Gal; granddaughter, Aliya. Dovid was a Professor of Yiddish and
Ashkenazic Studies at The Ohio State University for 38 years where he assumed the role
of Director of the program. Funeral services will be held at 2:00pm on Wednesday, April
18 at Epstein Memorial Chapel, 3232 E. Main St. Interment will follow at Green Lawn
Cemetery – Beth Tikvah section. Shiva will be observed at the Miller residence on
Wednesday, Thursday and Sunday - Tuesday from 6-9 PM. In lieu of flowers, donations
may be made to either The Brooklyn Historical Society 718-222-4111 ext. 240
www.brooklynhistory.org or The Yiddish Farm Education Center, run by a grandson of
Dovid’s Yiddish teacher Mordkhe Schaechter at www.yiddishfarm.org
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Comments

“

A webcast video has been added.

Epstein Memorial Chapel - April 18, 2018 at 01:49 PM

“

1 file added to the tribute wall

Jenn Rubenstein (??? ???) - May 04, 2018 at 01:04 AM

“

When I transferred to Ohio State in the middle of my freshman year, I had no idea
what I wanted to study. I'd been a music major at my previous university, and only
knew that I'd now need to fulfill a foreign language requirement. I stumbled into
Yiddish 101 with Dr. Miller purely out of curiosity. It was beshert. As we got to know
one another, Dovid told me one day that I could fulfill a lot of my general education
requirements with Yiddish classes. 3 years and every undergraduate Yiddish course
later, he signed off as my advisor for my Bachelor of Arts in Yiddish with a
concentration in Germanic Linguistics degree, my "real made-up major". That major
on my resume got me my first job out of college, and most likely got me into grad
school. Dr. Miller literally changed the course of my life. I'm so glad I had the chance
to see him a few years ago when I was back visiting campus. I met his 2 young
children years ago; Jacob and Rachel, I'm sure you don't remember visiting our class
one day, but I'm thinking of you both now. Your father was a brilliant, hilarious man.
May his memory be a blessing to you and your family. Sending much love to you all
at this time.

Jenn Rubenstein (??? ???) - May 04, 2018 at 01:01 AM

“

Dovid Miller was my dear friend and colleague in the Yiddish and Ashkenazic Studies
Program at Ohio State. I taught for 25 years in the program as the second faculty
member in Yiddish. For a Yiddish program to have two faculty members was
something very rare, and this was achieved at OSU because of Dovid's focus, drive,
and tremendous dedication to Yiddish studies. He built the program and inspired
generations of students, as well as scholars in the field. I had the privilege of
observing several of his classes, as a guest, guest speaker, etc. His teaching was a
wonder to behold.
Koved zayn ondenk.

Neil G. Jacobs - April 22, 2018 at 03:03 PM

“

My deepest condolences to the Millers for their loss. I am taking Professor Miller's
Yiddish Literature class this semester and there has rarely been a dull moment. I am
so grateful I had the opportunity to get to know Professor Miller and I know that Ohio
State was lucky to have him for so long. Zichrona livracha

Aaron Dobres - April 19, 2018 at 05:37 PM

“

I will never forget Dovid's kindness to me, his generosity in sharing his breadth of
knowledge, or his general humor. His laugh is simply unforgettable. I relished the
conversations, often spontaneous, that would easily go for more than an hour at
times. I was not a student of the department, but he was still my teacher. He was just
a really lovely person and we are poorer for his absence.

Damon Berry - April 19, 2018 at 10:58 AM

“

1 file added to the album Dovid

Steven Pitt - April 18, 2018 at 09:24 AM

“

I remember Professor Miller fondly. We had some wonderful talks. Always laughing
and always informative. We had some wonderful arguments too. Always laughing
and always informative. When I returned to Columbus I invited Renée and Professor
Miller for a Shabbat meal. It was so wonderful to catch up. Unfortunately, that was 11
years ago and I lost touch again. I am so sorry for the families loss. Wishing you all
the strength in the world without him. - Daniel Newman

Daniel Newman - April 17, 2018 at 04:49 PM

“

!כבוד זיין אָ נדענק

Jason Payne - April 17, 2018 at 01:38 PM

“

Baruch Dayan HaEmet! I remember being a student of David's long ago! Fond
memories of learning from him!

Julie Stein-Makowsky - April 17, 2018 at 12:07 PM

“

I was Dovid's officemate for some ten years in the 1980s at Ohio State. I always
admired him as a devoted friend, staunch comrade, valuable interlocutor, dear
colleague, great teacher, learned scholar, public intellectual, terrific storyteller, and
supreme Bundist. He was an unforgettable figure who touched the lives of so many
people on campus and in his field. I would like to think that he is now back in Vilna,
energizing people with his wit and erudition to keep fighting for their rights. He will be
always singing the International.
Vassilis Lambropoulos

vassilis lambropoulos - April 17, 2018 at 10:37 AM

“

I'm sorry to hear Dovid passed. I minored in Yiddish during my time at OSU and he
had a strong influence on me. Although I am a technology trainer these days, I
recognize that some of my classroom style goes back to his approach. I can still hear
Dovid saying, "you're not really teaching unless you're sitting on your desk and telling
a story."

Jeff Feiertag - April 17, 2018 at 10:08 AM

“

A likhtikn gan eydn, Reb Dovid.

Yasminke - April 16, 2018 at 09:21 PM

“

He was my yiddish professor in 1989 at The Ohio State University. Great teacher and
fun. I can still hear him sing Sundick bulbes

dotan herszage - April 16, 2018 at 07:59 PM

“

Natascha lit a candle in memory of David Miller

Natascha - April 16, 2018 at 06:33 PM

“

Met my husband in his Yiddish class 19 years ago! Will always remember him! My
condolences to the family.

Jamie Topolosky - April 16, 2018 at 06:27 PM

“

Dear Renée and family,
I am truly saddened and sorry to learn of Dovid's passing. I know that he touched so
many lives and was so very dedicated to his many students.
During this difficult time, I hope that all of you will be comforted by the happy
memories shared.
May you be comforted by the Mourners of Zion.
Fondly,
Lori Fireman

Lori Fireman - April 16, 2018 at 06:25 PM

