Craig Adam Kleiman
December 19, 1979 - December 19, 2019

Craig A. Kleiman, age 40, passed away on December 19, 2019. Craig was a 1998
graduate of Bexley High School and received his Bachelor of Arts degree in psychology
from Ohio Dominican University in 2005. He was an avid runner and completed 4 half
marathons and numerous quarter marathons and loved working New York Time
Crossword puzzles. He took pride in his work as a teacher's assistant with special needs
and preschool children. Preceded in death by his grandparents Rose and Carl Blotner and
Ruth and Sidney Kleiman. Survived by his parents, Arlene and Marc Kleiman; sister, Kara
(Adam) Hiller; niece, Isla Rose Hiller; uncle, Joel (Sarah) Blotner; aunts, Debra (Edward)
Fine and Karen (Jim Joy) Kleiman; great uncle, Gustave (Rita) Hauser; many cousins and
friends. Funeral services and interment will be held privately. The family and friends will
gather at 3pm on Monday, December 23 at Temple Beth Shalom, 5089 Johnstown Rd. In
lieu of flowers, contributions may be made in Craig's memory to Autism Speaks
www.autismspeaks.org or The Special Olympics of Ohio www.sooh.org

Events
DEC
23

Gathering of Consolation

03:00PM

Temple Beth Shalom
5089 Johnstown Road, New Albany, OH, US

DEC
23

Private Interment
Green Lawn Cemetery
1000 Greenlawn Ave, Columbus, OH, US

Comments

“

Kleiman family,
I knew Craig only a short period of time and found him to be kind and loved by the
children in his Westerville classroom. I'm so sorry for your loss, Craig made an
indelible impact on all that he met with his smile and always positive outlook. He is
missed everyday.

Joanie - January 15 at 08:57 AM

“

I did not know him closely, but was very saddened to hear of his passing. He was a
regular at Johnson's Ice Cream, and that is how I met him. My sincere condolences
to his family and friends. He will be missed.

Christopher Van Horn - January 07 at 05:05 PM

“

Very sad to hear about your loss. I have fond memories of Craig. He was a good
friend to my brother Zachary when they were young. I have not lived in Bexley since I
graduated high school. However, I saw Craig running many times when I came back
to visit. He will he missed. Joseph Sofia

Joseph Sofia - January 05 at 09:55 PM

“

I am saddened to read of Craig’s passing. I didn’t know him well, but saw him often
over the years at the JCC when I used to work out and in and around the Columbus
jewish community. He was always so very kind and welcoming towards me when we
would pass by one another. May his family have comfort knowing they were blessed
with having him in their lives and may you find comfort in his memory. He memory
should be a blessing and he along w his warm smile won’t be forgotten! Sending
Warmth and healing thoughts. XoXo Dina

Dina Vinar - December 30, 2019 at 04:03 PM

“

I loved when Craig would join my young family programs at Tifereth Israel (with his
friends). He would always lend a helping hand. I will miss seeing his smiling face at
Young Jewish Columbus events. He will be greatly missed <3

Morgan Levin - December 23, 2019 at 02:02 PM

“

Dear Kleiman Family,
I am so sorry for your loss. Craig was one of the nicest, friendliest people I knew -someone who radiated positivity everywhere he went. Seeing Craig at our 20 year
high school reunion a few years ago was such a pleasure. I remember in elementary
school (maybe 3rd grade) Craig was so excited that he could spell "anesthesiologist"
(I had to look it up now to make sure I spelled it right!).
Craig was a great guy and will be missed. May his memory continue to be a blessing.

Marc Haas - December 23, 2019 at 01:38 PM

“

Dear Mr. & Mrs. Kleiman, and Kara,
I'm just so sad. Beyond belief sad, and I can't imagine what you're going through
right now as you begin to mourn Craig's passing.
It seems absolutely impossible that he's not around. Craig was such a fixture in so
many people's lives, and a legitimate legend in the community. He served as
unofficial mayor of Starbucks, Panera, the JCC, and the streets of North Bexley. It's
not just that everyone knew him, but that every single person associated him with
soulfulness, kindness, and grit. He asked genuine questions, remembered every
detail you told him, and -- like so many others pointed out -- had a smile and persona
that lit up a room. You knew you had a genuine friend in Craig. He absolutely adored
his family and his students, and it makes me so sad that those kids have lost a
fantastic teacher and mentor. Craig was meant to be a teacher and a helper, and it
makes me happy to think of the little people's lives he made better.
The impact of his legacy and successes will be felt for a very long time, and he will
never, never be forgotten.
I send you so much love and light, and sincere condolences.

Amy Shifflette - December 23, 2019 at 11:48 AM

“

I didn't know Craig as well as we would've liked. Nevertheless, he was always nice to
me, and always interested in what I was up to. May his memory always be a
blessing.

Rami Ungar - December 22, 2019 at 08:10 PM

“

Kleiman Family, My child was in Mr. Craig’s class in Westerville for a short time but I
was able to see the joy he had for the kids and learning in that time. The children
loved him so and he had the brightest smile I’ve ever seen. My condolences.

Megan - December 22, 2019 at 01:48 PM

“

Arlene, Marc and Kara and Family,
I am so sorry
to hear what happened to Craig. I was shocked
to hear the sad
news. Craig and I went to preschool together he came to almost all of my birthday
parties. I can remember all of the fun times I have had with Craig. Craig also had a
passion for children
He will be missed truly and your spirit lives on

Meredith Paul - December 22, 2019 at 01:21 PM

“

Arlene, Marc, Kara and family:
I am so shocked and saddened to hear this terrible news. Craig was a wonderful
person and a very good friend. I’ve known him since pre-school and I have always
enjoyed celebrating his many accomplishments. I loved running into him and
catching up on the news. His smile could light up a room.
My heart is broken. He will be missed.
With love,
Nancy Paul

Nancy Paul - December 22, 2019 at 08:55 AM

“

Arlene, Mark and Kara. I was so sad to learn of your loss. You are all in my thoughts.
Craig was a wonderful soul. He was kind, courageous, thoughtful and kind, let his
spirit and thoughtfulness be an example for us all. I will reach out to you when I
return.
Hugs and love.
Stephen Pariser

Stephen Pariser - December 21, 2019 at 09:57 PM

“

My days with Craig go all the way back to Jcc camp.. And then we were part of Mr
Chrysler's 1st class of students at Bexley.. Craig was always so kind and caring and
friendly with everyone... My thoughts and prayers go out to you all!!

Joel Luftman - December 21, 2019 at 09:49 PM

“

Craig, I'm so sorry your story ended like this. You didn't deserve that. Thanks for
being a good person and having such a great heart and positive impact on so many
lives, and always being so kind to me. I can't believe I'm writing this. We'll miss you
so much.
Aunt Arlene, Uncle Marc, and Kara, I can't tell you how sorry I am that this happened
to you. You are some of the best people I know and life can be so cruel. Please stay
strong during this terrible time and hold tight to those memories of the fantastic
person he was. We all love you.

Reyan Ali - December 21, 2019 at 08:44 PM

“

My brother Jeffrey and I were so shocked to hear about Craig’s passing. Craig was
such a wonderfully positive and kind person — often checking in on my family and
me. Please know that we are thinking of your family during this most difficult time.

Joanne Strasser - December 21, 2019 at 07:00 PM

“

We played baseball together in middle school, and every time I ran into him
thereafter, well into my thirties, he'd greet me with a huge smile like we'd just had
practice together. The world would legitimately be a better place if everyone were as
friendly as he was.

Justin Berzon - December 21, 2019 at 06:40 PM

“

I am so sorry and shocked. I spoke with Craig every few weeks at Starbucks and the
JCC. He was so happy with his job,running, etc. He was a special person and he will
be missed dearly. Prayers to the whole family

Marc Abramson - December 21, 2019 at 04:55 PM

“

Craig was always so pleasant to be around and such a hard worker. This is shocking
and he will truly be missed!

jason - December 21, 2019 at 04:30 PM

“

Craig was always so friendly and a genuinely kind person. I’m saddened to hear of
his passing. May his memory be a blessing.

Karen Porter - December 21, 2019 at 12:24 PM

“

Arlene and Mark. We have known you and Craig for more than three decades. We
know that every step you take will be difficult, and we hold out our arms and our
hearts in support.

Howard Apothaker - December 21, 2019 at 07:29 AM

“

My son just started at a new daycare. I was not familiar with the teachers, let alone
their names. Recently, I came to my son’s classroom and there was Craig. He was
completely surrounded by the older children. He was asking the group questions
about their holiday plans. He was so full of energy, sincere, and able to talk to the
kids on their level. The kids absolutely adored him. He surely has had a positive
impact on so many lives.

Cassandra - December 20, 2019 at 09:32 PM

“

I’m so very shocked and saddened to have heard about Craig’s passing. I first met
Craig at Panera. We struck up a conversation and he struck me as such a wonderful
and special person. I got to know him again at Gan Ephraim preschool, where my
daughter was a student. He was always so wonderful and patient with the children
when he subbed there. In addition, whenever Craig went to Tifereth Israel and
Jewish community events, he would always come over and greet me with the
friendliest hello and so much enthusiasm. He sent me a message a couple of weeks
ago to tell me how very excited he was about having recently become an uncle. I
could tell how much this wonderful rite of passage meant to him.
I admired Craig because he seemed to have clearly worked so hard over the years to
have become the brilliant, independent, driving, marathon-runner that he was. He
was social and driven and enjoyed having friends and loved children. I’m so glad to
have known Craig. My heart goes out to all of his friends and family members.
Please know that this a loss that is strongly felt within the Columbus community. He
had a special presence here and will truly be missed.
May his memory be for a blessing.

Amy Judd - December 20, 2019 at 08:26 PM

“

My husband and I graduated with Craig and were always happy to see him at the 4th
of July parade and around town. We are so sorry for his family’s loss.

Rebecca and Jeff Frank - December 20, 2019 at 05:45 PM

“

I met Craig while he was running around the neighborhood. He always had a big
smile on his face. As I got to know him I realized how incredible he was. He worked
with children with disabilities and had such empathy for them. He spoke about his
family with such love. I never met anyone in his family but I knew he was raised by
loving parents.
I’m going to miss Craig. You are all in my thoughts and prayers.

Kerri Hinz-Doyaga - December 20, 2019 at 04:05 PM

“

Arlene and Marc,
Words cannot express my sadness upon hearing of Craig’s death. I have many
memories of him from his kindergarten days on. What stands out the most for me
was his friendliness. Even as a little kid, he always made an effort to greet me and
chat whenever our paths crossed. We have had many conversations over the years
when my walking route converged with his running route. I will think of him fondly
each time I am out walking in N. Bexley.
Joe, Caitlin, Joby and I all send you our sympathy and prayers.
Fondly,
Mary Pat Ryan

Mary Pat Ryan - December 20, 2019 at 03:37 PM

“

Craig, i'm shocked and sad to see this. Just saw you last week at JCC and you and i
were so happy to see each other...you'll be greatly missed my friend.

David Goldach - December 20, 2019 at 03:34 PM

“

Marc, Arlene, Kara, Adam, and Isla:
We wanted to let you know we are so sad to hear of Craig’s passing. In a world of
sadness, Craig was such a bright light. Always a pleasure hanging with him in the
neighborhood, especially since we moved back. We are thinking of you all during this
difficult time and sending much love.

Rafie (Pariser), Danny & Arlo Hurley
Rafie Pariser - December 20, 2019 at 02:39 PM

