Charles Alan Derrow MD
March 3, 1949 - June 6, 2018

Charles Alan “Chuck” Derrow MD died at home on Wednesday, June 6, 2018 from
frontotemporal degeneration, a long and progressive organic dementing illness. Chuck
was born in 1949 in New York City, the eldest son of David and Muriel Derrow (née
Bernstein). He moved to Columbus in 1963 and graduated from Eastmoor High School.
He studied anthropology and zoology at the University of Michigan and then earned his
MD from Ohio State University. After completing residency in internal medicine at
Montefiore Hospital in the Bronx, he returned to Columbus and practiced in primary care
for over 20 years. He also served as medical director of several Columbus extended care
facilities, and later added a subspecialty certification in Geriatrics.
Chuck was a fitness enthusiast and loved the outdoors. He passionately pursued many
hobbies throughout the years, including mountain climbing, camping and hiking, scuba
diving, cross-country skiing, hunting, martial arts, and cycling. In his work he was devoted
to his patients, advocated for them, and strived always to continue learning for their
benefit. He adored his family. His presence will be missed, but his kindness, wit, and
guidance will stay with his family and friends always.
Chuck was preceded in death by his mother, Muriel, as well as by his first wife, Sherry
Mulne. He is survived by his loving wife and devoted caregiver, Susan Couden; his father,
David; his siblings: Martin (Wendy), Sandra Perry (Keith), Andrew (Janis), and Philip
(Barbara); his children: Solomon (Catherine), Shoshana Krilow (Chad), Avram (Ginger),
and Zoe Mitchell (David); his stepdaughter, Etana Caplin. He is survived also by his 9
grandchildren - Dovra, Gabrielle, Rafael, Charlotte, May, Zev, Jianni, Drea, and Charlie who knew him in different ways but all loved their Saba.
His family extends the deepest gratitude to the professionals of Zusman Hospice, and to
all the independent caregivers and friends who helped Chuck remain in the comfort of his
home.
Funeral services will be held at Epstein Memorial Chapel, located at 3232 E. Main Street

in Columbus, on Thursday, June 7th at 10:30 AM. Family will receive visitors on Thursday
from 1-3 PM and from 6-8 PM at 2247 Astor Avenue in Bexley.
In lieu of flowers, please consider donating to the University of Michigan School of Public
Health’s Lawren H. Daltroy Memorial fund, which provides support to students focusing on
physician/patient communication. The fund was established by Chuck in memory of his
best and oldest friend.
Website:
https://leadersandbest.umich.edu/find/#!/give/basket/fund/570690
Or via mail attn: School of Public Health, Office of Development, 1415 Washington
Heights Boulevard, Ann Arbor 48109
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Comments

“

May his memory always be a blessing

Benjamin Zacks - June 09, 2018 at 08:47 AM

“

Dear Susan, Barb and Phil,
Deepest condolences to you for the loss of Chuck. May you find comfort in the
memories you shared and comfort knowing he is no longer in the grips of that
horrible disease but resting in peace. I shall have all of you in my thoughts...
Barb Robins

barb robins - June 08, 2018 at 06:42 AM

“

Sending you my deepest condolences from Israel. So sorry I cannot be with you for
Chuck’s funeral and shiva. I will make a prayer for you and your family when I go to the
Kotel.
Amy Schottenstein - June 09, 2018 at 10:48 AM

“

Charlie and I were saddened to hear of Chuck's passing. He was an outstanding
physician, an excellent colleague and a talented and interesting friend. He will be
missed by many. Please accept our heartfelt condolences.
Linda and Charlie Yazvac

Linda Yazvac - June 07, 2018 at 10:22 AM

“

Susan and family,
I am so sorry for your loss. I did not know Chuck prior to the onset of this horrible
disease, but I was blessed to meet him and work with him for at short time at the
JCC. I was so happy to be able to contribute to his well-being while I could. He was a
larger than life personality and he will be missed.

Beth McCullough - June 07, 2018 at 09:26 AM

“

Dear Susan, We are so sorry for your loss. You cared for Chuck so lovingly; please
make sure to care for yourself now. Sending warm embraces and prayers to you and
Chuck's entire extended family Love, Ron & Suzy

Ron and Suzanne Bona-Hatem - June 06, 2018 at 08:54 PM

“

Dr. Derrow visited us at UM many times. He loved UM, loved his kids (and
grandkids), loved being active ... he loved life! Sol, Shoshi, Avi, Zoe ... we are
thinking of you ... LOVE - Rita, Noah, Milin, Rohin Sharrow

Noah Sharrow - June 06, 2018 at 06:28 PM

“

Susan,
I did not have the honor of knowing your wonderful husband, but anyone you chose
to love must have been very special. I just wanted to say how much our family loves
you! You are in our thoughts and we treasure your mentorship, friendship, and all of
the gifts you have given to our kids through your teaching!
Much love,
Maggie

Maggie - June 06, 2018 at 06:13 PM

“

Thank you, Charlie, for making me part of your family - for trusting me with your
children, for teaching me how to x-country ski, for encouraging my interest in cycling,
and for introducing me to sushi! Without you my life would have been boring sedentary and vanilla. I know that now you will be at peace. All my love to Susan,
Shoshi, Avi, Zoe, & Sol. Cathryn

Cathryn Chellis - June 06, 2018 at 12:49 PM

“

Chuck was a good friend and a great storyteller. He lived life with relish, and if he
were here, he'd have something to say about relish. In these last months, Lino and I
enjoyed sharing brunch with him. We will always remember him. love, Amy

amy shuman - June 06, 2018 at 11:24 AM

