A. James "Jim" Schneider
November 26, 1944 - April 21, 2020

A. James "Jim" Schneider passed away on April 21, 2020. He was born on November 26,
1944, in Cleveland, Ohio to Ruth (Kaufman) and Sol Schneider. Jim completed his
Bachelors Degree in Business from Miami University and a Masters of Education at the
University of Hartford. He married his loving wife Sandra Joseph on December 26, 1971.
Jim and Sandy settled in Connecticut and Jim began his teaching career at Grove School,
a therapeutic boarding and day school, working with struggling adolescents, in Madison,
Connecticut. Jim found his niche and he went on to have a very illustrious career working
with students with challenges. In 1973 Jim and Sandy moved back to Ohio, living in
University Heights and Jim began his work at Bellefaire, working with children with
behavioral health concerns. He later became the much loved and respected principal of
the Gund School at Beech Brook in Pepper Pike, Ohio. During his career, Jim impacted so
many students’, families’ and educators’ lives. He was a strong advocate and a positive
force for change. Jim shared his wealth of expertise and experience as a teacher at Kent
State University.
Jim was also dedicated to his community and enjoyed volunteering for many years. He
volunteered at Rainbow Babies and Children’s Hospital and the Ronald McDonald House
and was a proud member of the Lion’s Club. Jim lived his community service and held it
dear.
Jim is preceded in death by his parents, Ruth and Sol Schneider. He is survived by his
loving wife of 48 years, Sandy and his son Seth (Karen Jaffe) and their children Zach age
13 and Alex age 10, his daughter Jennifer Dritz (Josh) and their children Sam age 9 and
Nora age 8. He is also survived by his brother and sister, Richard and Jo Schneider.
Jim was an amazing father. He made sure he was at all of his kids’ sporting events as well
as other family activities, and always early! He was ahead of his time, taking the lead
managing the household while Sandy pursued her career. Jim was always there for his
family.
Jim loved all sports and was a lifelong Cleveland Indians and Cleveland Browns fan. He
shared the joy of sports with his family.
Jim was a proud Son, Father, Grandfather, Brother, and Uncle. He will be missed by all.
Donations in memory of Jim can be made to the Ronald McDonald House of Cleveland. A

memorial will be held in the Cleveland area this summer or fall. To receive updates as
details become available, please email Jim’s family at
TheSchneiderFamily2020@gmail.com.

Comments

“

I was honored to work with Jim for 7 years when he volunteered at Ronald McDonald
House. Jim was smart, capable, kind, caring, non-judgmental, and empathetic.
Families, other volunteers and staff lived interacting with him. Jim was an excellent
volunteer and a fine man. My sincere condolences to your family.

Joanmarie Button - April 29 at 10:32 AM

“

Of all those I've missed from Beech Brook, Jim has a place at the top. His sense of
humor, compassion and sensivity to the balance of a child's need for education and
mental health services was to be admired. He assured the successes of many
children. I have many fond memories of working with him. My condolences to his
family.

Virginia Lester - April 27 at 10:32 AM

“

Of all my work experiences over a 35 year span, the most rewarding and remarkable
were the years I worked with Jim. Jim taught me to not only understand the
education system but to truly love and appreciate those children who were in our
charge. He saw each and every child as one who had potential, would appreciate
love and, certainly deserved respect. Jim was loved by his staff as he lead us
through those years. I'm so thankful I got to talk with him and Sandy last fall. I can
still hear his calm and fun voice. May his voice continue to surround us. Sending
blessings to his family.
Jane Kelley

Jane Kelley - April 26 at 02:44 PM

“

Growing up I spent a lot of time in the Schneider’s home. When I think about It I
remember Jim driving carpool and always in the kitchen. I remember thinking that it
was a small kitchen yet Jim cooked family meals everyday. He was a generation
ahead, cooking, doing laundry and even with his weekly meal plans and butcher
block. Friends were always welcomed and Jim was one of the few people who called
me by a nickname. He will be missed. Sending love to Jen, Seth and their families.

Leslie Winston - April 26 at 01:57 PM

“

Jim was the consummate educator. Working with seriously emotionally disturbed
children, he never gave up on a child. He was a strong and compassionate lead of
his staff and a kind, considerate and respected colleague. A good man. May his
memory be a blessing to his family, who he so deeply loved.

Debra Rex - April 25 at 11:04 AM

“

Please let me know about any upcoming memorial services. He was a great person who
will be very missed. Let me know on Facebook or email me at glennbo1@att.net.
Glenn - April 27 at 02:22 AM

“

Jim was a highly dedicated and much admired member of the Beech Brook community. He
was a tireless advocate for the children who attended Gund School.
Jim will be missed by many and remembered for his care and concern for others.
Mark Groner
Mark Groner - April 29 at 08:35 AM

